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Our Vision Statement
Sacred Heart Girls’ College educates and inspires young women to be confident, connected, Catholic, 

learners for life; committed to excellence, ready to serve, to challenge and to shape the future.

We live the virtues of Faith, Hope and Justice.

Our charism is expressed through Communion, Contemplation, Mission.
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A G E  Q U O D  A G I S

Welcome to Sacred Heart Girls’ College, where Mission is Possible, and 
learning is at the heart of our missionary journey:

 “Love is the fire that consumes;  
 Zeal is the flame that sets it alight”
 
Welcome to all new students who ‘Set their Heart on Sacred Heart’ and 
are now well established as Sacred Heart Girls’. Our full school Powhiri 
on the front lawn, followed by our Opening Mass at the Cathedral were 
significant moments of building community and contemplation and 
earlier in the term, I had the pleasure of joining Year 13 students on 
Retreat. These important matters remind me of the purpose of Catholic 
Education and that I have the best job in the world: the holistic and 
transformational growth and development of our young women to 
become the best version of themselves: faithful, hopeful and just. These 
are the virtues we aspire to at SHGC and our charism, expressed through 
Communion, Contemplation and Mission, enables us to live this virtuous 
life, when we are mindful to use our Head (in Faith and in Communion), 
our Heart (in Contemplation and Hope) and our Hands (in Mission and 
Justice). It is when these dimensions meet in harmony and balance that 
we have empowered, passionate, zealous young women as learners and 
teachers, of whom Euphrasie Barbier, the founder of the Mission Sisters, 
would be immensely proud! We encourage our students to be persistent 
with their learning because we believe that more curious, confident and 
reflective learners are more resourceful and successful when faced with 
uncertainties and challenges at school and beyond. All of this directly 
aligns to our virtues and vision: students who are connected, life-long 
learners, committed to excellence and able to challenge and shape their 
future. 

As all schools, we have set our goals for 2017, and it will be our Mission 
to achieve them: strengthening our Catholic Character, by focusing on 

Mission; ensuring consistent and effective teaching practices that engage 
our students as learners, by emphasising a growth mindset and using 
technology effectively; building powerful educational partnerships, by 
engaging with our families; ensuring students are meeting academic 
standards, by tracking students’ learning and opportunities to achieve 
and setting targets. We are committed to a culture of inquiry, on-going 
professional learning and self-review. 

At this time of year, we recognise the achievements of our students in 
NCEA exams and Scholarships. Once again, our students have excelled 
themselves through their determination, drive and perseverance. Those 
who demonstrate Age Quod Agis, will always reap the benefit of their 
zeal for learning! We also remember those students who have recently 
left our community and hope that the years at Sacred Heart Girls’ 
College have contributed to their ongoing formation as young women 
with a Heart for the world and that they continue to be successful and 
make a difference in their part of the world.

There are lots of articles of interest in this newsletter. In particular, if 
you are interested to know how the Board of Trustees is developing 
opportunities in sport, you will be pleased to know more about our 
Sports Development Manager and our Strength and Conditioning Coach. 
This is an exciting area of growth for Sacred Heart Girls’ College and we 
are lucky to have Mrs Maxwell (was Eshuis), a recent Black Stick, and 
Ms Sommerfield, a PHD student from AUT Sports Institute, researching 
injury prevention in young female athletes. There is more technical 
information in this newsletter and both can be contacted at school 
for further information. If your daughter is a sportswoman, dancer or 
a performer of any strenuous physical activity, she may be valuable to 
the researchers.

Finally, it is wonderful that so many students, parents, friends and 
neighbours have found our Official Facebook page. We encourage you 
to ‘like’ us and engage with us on this social media platform. The page 
will be updated with photos, videos and posts and we welcome your 
positive interactions. In addition, we also have a new look website, 
which is mobile device friendly. Make sure you search for us as Sacred 
Heart Girls’ College Hamilton (shgcham.school.nz) and keep up to date 
with news and events. Some sections are still being developed and we 
endeavour to be complete by the middle of term.

Ngaa mihi

From the 
Principal

Tena koutou katoa 
Nga mihi nui ki a koutou
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Kia ora Koutou, my name is Lily Winthrop 
and it is a pleasure to serve the school 
as Head Girl this year, supported by a 
skilled senior council of Year 13s. I would 
like to welcome all the new families to 
our school community and I hope all the 
new students are enjoying their time at 
Sacred Heart so far! At Sacred Heart we 
are called to be servant leaders and to 
work to ensure that we are helping out 
whenever we can, even if it is in a small 
way. This year our focus is on mission.  
Our aim is to work to support the school and wider community 
while trying to grow as young people of faith, hope and justice. It 
is very important to hear the voice of every student and I want to 
make sure we are inclusive and committed to working together to 
turn our words into actions. I’m really looking forward to getting to 
talk to and work alongside many, if not all, students of Sacred Heart 
this year and together we can have a successful and enjoyable 2017. 

From The heAD GIrL

UPComING DATeS To DIArY         

21 February - Whanau Welcome BBQ

23 February - PFTA Annual General Meeting

27 February - Athletics Day

1 march - Ash Wednesday 

3 march - Silver Duke of Edinburgh Tramp 

6 march - Photo day 

On Tuesday, 7 February we held our Opening Powhiri to welcome 
new students and their Whanau, as well as new staff members to 
our school. It was a wonderful way to begin the new year. 

oPeNING PowhIrI

TUeSDAY 21ST FebrUArY 5.30 P.m.
New Families Community BBQ at the College. We would love some 
helpers too for this evening’s event so if you have some spare time, 
come and help cook on the BBQs, and set up the salad / dessert 
area : a very enjoyable evening!

ThUrSDAY 23rD FebrUArY 7 P.m.   SChooL STAFFroom
PTFA Annual General Meeting: please come along to the first 
meeting of 2017. A lovely group of parents and teachers gather 
to arrange teacher morning tea thank-you event, teacher/parent 
interview evening, second hand uniform shop and breakfast club, 
and then we conclude with a hot drink.

Please ring Robyn Fenneman 07 8565241 for further details. 

PFTA eVeNTS

whANAU weLCome bbQ
On Tuesday, 21 February a Whanau Welcome BBQ for new students 
and whanau will be held from 5.30 – 7.30 pm.

Our school Parents, Teachers and Freinds Asssociation will kindly 
provide sausages, bread, onions and sauce. Families are asked to 
bring a salad to share, own drinks, cutlery and a rug to sit on. There 
will be a few tables set up at the front of school where salads can be 
placed. There will also be a coffee cart at school, where you will be 
able to purchase hot drinks.

The event will begin in the hall with a welcome from Miss Gunn 
(Principal) followed by a range of activities including an opportunity 
to meet your daughter’s CCM companion and some of the teachers 
that she will be taught by this year.

This is an informal opportunity to meet and mingle and learn about 
the College. We appreciate you putting this event into your diary 
and making the time to meet with our staff.

In case of poor weather, the event will be held indoors.

School library hours for Term 1 are:
monday - Friday

 8am-3.30pm 
Closed at interval, open all of lunchtime.  

Any changes to the opening hours will be in the daily notices.

LIbrArY hoUrS 

Christine bryant has stepped in to teach 
French at Sacred Heart for the first term of the 
year, covering Miss Belinda Cooper who is away 
on scholarship in France. 

New APPoINTmeNTS 

Victor Jones returns to teach science at Sacred 
Heart after covering  classes in Term Two and 
Three last year. He replaces Sue Cox who 
retired last year. We’re happy to have him back!

We also welcome Zoe Vaile as one of our Drama teachers. She will 
be covering Jacqui Graham on Maternity leave, and has previously 
taught here at Sacred Heart before also. Svetlana (Lana) Ivanova 
joins the team in hospitality Service. A warm welcome to all! 



3
College News  |  Issue 2, February 2017

Set your heart on
Sacred Heart

2016 EXAMINATION STATISTICS (Provisional as at 12 February)

The overall NCEA data show that at all levels in last year’s NCEA 
assessments, students at Sacred Heart Girls’ College performed 
at a higher level than students nationally, girls nationally and girls 
in Decile 7 schools.  Congratulations to both our students and 
staff for their hard work.

NCeA – Percentage of students gaining qualifications

Scholarship

We also would like to congratulate Stephanie Nagy who gained 
an individual subject scholarship in Biology. Well done Stephanie. 

Cushla Jackson 
Deputy Principal - Curriculum

ACADemIC eXCeLLeNCe

Accounts office is open 9am-3pm daily.   
Email:  accounts@shgcham.school.nz
Phone:  856 7874 Ext 2829, 2827
 
Student fees have been charged, and can be viewed through Monitor 
on website.

New students – parents should have received an email from Monitor 
earlier this month, with instructions for Login to Monitor.  Please 
contact accounts if you have not received your Login details or your 
email has recently changed.

PAYmeNT oPTIoNS

1. My Monitor portal on our website; www.shgcham.school.nz 
(preferred option)

2. Direct Credit to:     
Sacred Heart Girls’ College    
01 0315 0329900 00   - Reference Student name and ID 
number

3. Payment plan: A regular amount can be paid by Automatic 
Payment to the College bank account, details above.

4. Pay by cash, eftpos or credit card on-site at the Payment kiosk 
outside accounts office.  

5. Cheque: payable to Sacred Heart Girls College, to accounts 
office.

 
ProPrIeTorS FeeS

MISSION COLLEGE HAMILTON TRUST BOARD are the proprietors of 
the College. 

Attendance Dues pay for insurance, mortgages, debt servicing and 
major maintenance of the land and buildings of the College.  These 
dues also supports new building projects.

Building Donation is a donation to the building program at Sacred 
Heart Girls’ College. The proprietors appreciate your continued 
support in payment of this contribution which is used for new 
building projects and upgrading of college facilities.

Special Character provides for some retreat costs, liturgies, 
chaplaincy and activities which promote the Catholic Character of 
the College.

Sacred Heart Girls’ College is the only Catholic school independent 
of the Diocese and the funds we receive are used solely by the 
College for the benefit of our own students.

2017 ANNUAL FEES

Attendance dues    $ 890

Building donation  $ 175  per family

Special Character   $  36

Annual fees will be invoiced and sent by the 3 March 2017.   Fees are 
due by the end of Term One or by regular payment plan operating 
during the year.

SACreD heArT GIrLS’ CoLLeGe FeeS
Payment options:

1. Direct Credit to:  
Mission College Hamilton Trust Board               
01-0315-0176908-00   -  
Reference Student name and ID number

2. Payment plan: A regular amount can be paid by Automatic 
Payment to the Mission College Hamilton Trust Board bank 
account, details (1) above.

3. Cheque payable: to Mission College Hamilton Trust Board to 
accounts office.

DoNATIoN reCeIPTS (for Sacred Heart AND Mission College fees) 
All families who pay donations by 31 March 2017 will receive Donation 
Certificates so a tax refund can be claimed from IRD for the 2017 tax 
year. (Donation Certificates will be available from mid April).   

To claim a donation rebate from IRD refer to: IRD website    
www.ird.govt.nz/income-tax-individual  or  
www.schoolrebates.co.nz 

mark your diaries! On Sunday, 26 February St Vincent 
de Paul and the Marist Rugby Club will be holding a 
combined Mass at 10:30 in the Cathedral. 

As we are connected with the St Vincent de Paul Society through 
our Social Justice work we are also invited to attend. We would 
love to see a strong presence from Sacred Heart Girls’ College 
there and ask any student who attends this Mass to please be in 
school uniform.

ST VINNIeS mASS

DroPPING oFF & PICkING UP STUDeNTS 
A reminder to parents to please drop your students off at the Cook 
St entrance due to the congestion and danger in Firth St. Cars have 
been spotted stopping on broken yellow lines and driving on the 
Firth St public footpath which is illegal. 
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Lesley Sommerfield joins our staff, all the way 
from America, as a PhD student at AUT who 
will be researching neuromuscular training 
for injury prevention in youth females. Miss 
Sommerfield has previous experience training 
youth all the way to university level athletes. 
She will be working with the athletic teams as 
well as any individuals who want to maximize 
and develop their health and sport.

Athletics Day will be held at Porritt Stadium on Monday, 27 February. 
Each student will either need to find their own way to and from 
Porritt Stadium or organise to use the bus service from the school.  

School Athletics Day is a school day and attendance is compulsory. 
Rolls will be taken throughout the day. Students will need to bring 
their lunch and plenty of water from home. It is also important that 
students are prepared for ANY weather conditions. We encourage 
them to bring a sun hat, sun block, sunglasses, an umbrella (for sun 
shade/rain) and appropriate clothing for the conditions.  The track 
becomes extremely hot and will blister feet. To ensure all safety 
standards are met, it is compulsory for all Field Event athletes to 
wear shoes; all track event athletes – it is highly recommended but 
not compulsory. These standards will be enforced on the day.

Porritt Stadium has undergone a full resurfacing and so glitter, face 
paint and feather boas are NOT be brought into the stadium.

AThLeTICS DAY

CAreerS

Kia ora to students and whanau,

Although I have been teaching here at Sacred Heart for 15 years in 
the Languages and Social Science Learning Areas, this year I have 
taken on another role as the Careers Counsellor for Terms 1 and 
2. This became an area of interest for me during my time in the 
Pastoral Care team as a Dean and I completed some postgraduate 
study at AUT last year to prepare me for the position.

At present I am getting to know the role and all that it entails, but 
am looking forward to working more closely with students and 
families to help prepare them for life beyond Sacred Heart. This 
includes assisting students with career decision-making, providing 
opportunities to extend their knowledge of the world of work, and 
helping with the transition from the secondary school environment 
to tertiary study or employment. The focus for Term 1 will be 
gathering information from the Year 13s on their plans for 2017 and 
beyond and meeting with them as required. 

I can be best contacted via email vcotton@shgcham.school.nz 
or on ext 2810 and I will endeavour to get back to you in the time 
available to me. Please be aware I am still teaching classes and that 
the Careers role is only a part of what I do, so I will not always be in 
my office. I hope you have all had a positive start to 2017.

Ngā mihi

Vicki Cotton  
Careers Counsellor

ChANGeS To The SPorTS DePArTmeNT

Clarissa maxwell (nee eshuis) is undertaking 
a slightly different role this year. Her new role 
of Sport Development manager will see her 
developing and raising the profile of sport 
at SHGC. This will be done through working 
with the community, developing curriculum 
opportunities, student mentoring, coaching 
and more. Clarissa will also be assisting 
Lesley Summerfield with our Strength and 

Conditioning programmes. As much of our focus will be on 
establishing a culture of excellence for our sport minded students, 
we would like to offer and encourage the opportunity for all 
students to get involved in a sports social team this year and to 
have fun! If you would like to contact Clarissa please email her 
cmaxwell@shgc.school.nz.

STUDeNT AbSeNCeS 
For all Student Absentees, including away from school, 
appointments or late to school, please report to the following:

Email: absences@shgcham.school.nz 
Phone: 07 856 7874 ext 2852

We held our Opening Mass on Friday, 10 February at the Cathedral 
of the Blessed Virgin Mary. The theme was “What is the mission 
Jesus is calling you to?” Thank you to Bishop Steve for his words 
and for blessing and commissioning our Senior Council for 2017.

oPeNING mASS

Hockey coaches required for 2017. Please feel free  pass on to 
anyone you think might be interested. For further information  
contact Mr Lang at : dlang@shgcham.school.nz

hoCkeY CoACheS


