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Our Vision Statement
Sacred Heart Girls’ College educates and inspires young women to be confident, connected, Catholic, 

learners for life; committed to excellence, ready to serve, to challenge and to shape the future.

We live the virtues of Faith, Hope and Justice.

Our charism is expressed through Communion, Contemplation, Mission.
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A G E  Q U O D  A G I S

This week is Holy Week, it is the 
highlight of our Church’s calendar, 
Lent has ended and Easter is about 
to come! This is the time we really 
focus on Jesus’ life, death and 
resurrection. Last Sunday (Palm 
Sunday) we remembered Jesus’ 
triumphant entry into Jerusalem 
where he came to celebrate the 
Passover with his friends, but how 
quickly things change, by Thursday 
he is betrayed and taken     away by 
the Roman soldiers.

The readings for Thursday, Friday and Easter Sunday 
are all from John’s Gospel and show us a very in-
control Jesus. John uses lots of symbolism and shows 
us a divine Jesus who brings life and light to our human 
condition. Jesus is completing his mission - revealing 
God’s love and providing eternal life. In John’s Gospel 
Jesus’ death shows us that God is love and love is laying 
down one’s life for others. Here there is no ‘My God, 
why have you forsaken me?’ Jesus’ life is not taken, it is 
given freely.  In John’s Passion narratives we learn that  

•Jesus came for all
•Life and salvation come from choosing for or against God
•Jesus comes to take us from darkness to light.
•Jesus truly is the Son of God
•Jesus is noble, divine and fully in control of his destiny 

On Sunday we celebrate the most significant event, Jesus’ 

resurrection. As a girls’ college it is worth remembering 
that in all four Gospels it is women who are the first 
to discover that Jesus is risen. #missionispossible 

As a Catholic community we are people of the 
Resurrection, Pope Francis calls us to be people of joy. 
The Easter season is 50 days long - 10 days longer than 
Lent, let us be people of Faith, people of Hope and 
people of Justice as we share God’s joy with all we meet.  
 
Nga  Mihi 

Susan Brebner 
Director of Faith and Mission

Director of
Faith & 
Mission

Tena koutou katoa 
Nga mihi nui ki a koutou

Town Church Holy Thursday Good Friday Saturday Easter  
Vigil 

Easter Sunday  
Mass 

Cambridge St Peter 7.30 pm 3.00 pm 7.00 pm 8.30 am 
Cathedral Blessed Virgin Mary 7.00 pm  9.00 am & 3.00pm  7.00 pm  Vigil 7.30 am 10.30 am                       

6.00 pm 
Fairfield St Joseph 7.00 pm  3.00 pm 7.00 pm 10.00 am 
Frankton St Columba 7.00 m 3.00 pm 7.00 pm 10.00 am ONLY 
Gisborne St Mary Star of  

the Sea 
7.00 pm  10.00 am & 3.00 pm   7.00 pm 9.00 am 

Huntly St Anthony 7.00 pm 3.00 pm   9.00 am  
Katikati St Pius X   3.00 pm   5.00 pm  

Kawerau St Gerard   3.00 pm 5.00 pm   
Kawhia St Peter       4.00 pm 
Maketu St Peters         

Matamata Holy Angels 7.00 pm 3.00 pm  7.00 pm 10.30 am 
Matata St Joseph 9.00 am 3.00 pm   11.00 am 
Melville St Pius X 7.00 pm  3.00pm  7.00 pm  9.00 am                    

Latin Mass -10.45 am 
Morrinsville St Joseph     7.30 pm    
Mt Maunganui St Thomas More 7.00 pm 3.00 pm    9.30 am & 5.00 pm 
Murupara Sacred Heart         
Ngaruawahia St Paul         
Opotiki St  Mary         
Otorohanga St Mary 7.00 pm 9.00 am & 3.00 pm  7.30 pm 9.30 am  
Paeroa St Mary's       11.00 am  
Putaruru St Patrick's 7.00 pm 3.00 pm (Tokoroa) 9.30am 
Raglan Holy Name of Jesus   3.00pm   8.00 am 
Rotorua St Mary St Mary 7.00 pm  3.00 pm 7.00 pm 10.00 am & 5.00 pm 
Rotorua St Michael St Michael   3.00 pm   8.00 am 
Taumarunui Immaculate  

Conception 
7.00 pm 3.00 pm 7.00 pm 9.30 am 

Taupo St Patrick's         
Tauranga St Mary         
Te Aroha St Joseph's 7.00 pm -  3.00 pm    9.00 am 
Te Awamutu St Patrick's 7.00 pm 10.00 am & 3.00 pm  7.00 pm 10.30 am 
Te Kuiti St George 7.00 pm 10.30 am & 3.00 pm  8.00 pm 9.30 am 
Te Puke St Patrick's   10.00 am  7.00 pm   
Te Puna St Joseph         
Te Rapa St Peter Chanel 7.30 pm 3.00 pm 7.30 pm   
Tokoroa St Pius X (Putaruru) 3.00 pm 7.00 pm  Putaruru 
Tolaga Bay St John the Evangelist       11.30 am 
Turangi St Joseph          

Waihi St Joseph 7.00 pm   7.00 pm   
Waihi Beach Stella Maria       9.00 am 
Whakatane St Peter Chanel 7.00 pm 3.00 pm 7.00 pm 9.00 am 
Whangamata St Patrick's   3.00 pm   
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Kia Ora, Kia Orana, Malo e lelei, Talofa 
Lava and greetings to all readers

For the first newsletter of term two I will 
feedback the data and key themes of last 
year’s community consultation process but 
this week I want to send a bouquet to our 
students.

STuDeNT iNvOLveMeNT

As a parent I have been involved in two sporting codes over the past 
few weeks with pre-season lacrosse and the last ‘many weeks’ with 
rowing. This has involved early starts, weekends and late nights, 
something that as parents we are all too familiar with. Why do 
I need to share this? Because throughout this time I have had the 
opportunity to make friends with students and without exception 
I have been blown away with the respect and generosity of our 
students. For example, this year lacrosse was struggling to find a 
coach (again not foreign to any school or code) but in the end it 
all came together in most part because of the senior girls willing to 
take on ‘extra’ to ensure that the sport could continue. These senior 
students not only put themselves forward to coach, to organise, to 
mentor other students but they have done this in a manner that I 
have been humbled by i.e. respectfully, professionally, reliably 
and with integrity, the skills and values that will ensure school and 
individual student success now, and into the future. As a school we 
must continue to foster and recognise the efforts of our students 
and if what I have seen recently is anything to go by we are in a great 
place.

STuDeNT LeaDerShip 

I recently invited myself along to a student council meeting 
to introduce myself to our student leaders. Once again I was 
humbled by the level of accountability and responsibility that 
these students were displaying and the importance of these roles 
and responsibilities for our school. I want to give all students in the 
council and other students that are leading around the school as I 
am often reminded that you do not need a title to be a leader and 
that effective leadership is not about making speeches or being 
liked but that leadership is defined by results not attributes.

Happy and safe holidays to all students, parents and staff.

God bless

hayley McConnell  
Chairperson – Board of Trustees

GreeTiNGS FrOM The BOT

STuDeNT aBSeNCeS 
For all Student Absentees, including away from school, 
appointments or late to school, please report to the following: 
 
Email: absences@shgcham.school.nz 
Phone: 07 856 7874 ext 2852

Term one has been a busy start to the year. Luckily keeping some 
members of  the learning committee from last year means we can 
keep the work  moving forwards  despite losing some key committee 
members. A huge thanks to Madeleine Muldowney who chaired the 
committee last year (and is now at Otago University) and to the 
members that did a wonderful job in celebrating learning in 2016.

The learning committee aims to 
promote positive learning both 
inside and out of the classroom. 
Our main focus for this term has 
been to get the student voice 
project called “Shout Out’ up and 
running. This concept was put to 
the committee by Ms Kanji last 
year and with the help of several members, led by Ani Gemmill 
(Arkansas State University this year),  the idea developed and was 
drawn to scale.  Thanks to the help of our fabulous caretakers, 
especially Mr Browne who spent his own time working with us to  
construct it  out of recycled wood, an old office chair base and pipe. 
This will be set up with a display outside the student center. Our 
aim is to get more students to have a say by sharing their opinions 
on different activities and topical issues, and just to get feedback 
from a student perspective. The project benefits the entire school 
and reiterates that learning is also about feedback and realizing new 
ideas so that we can improve our school.  It really has been a team 
effort and so I am in the enviable position of putting it into place! 
Here is a photo of the megaphone during its construction phase 
and proudly held by thre  e members of the committee.

We are currently in the process of selecting new members to join us 
which is very exciting.  Dont forget to support our homework club 
called ‘Post School’  which operates every Wednesday from 3.10-
4.30pm. 2017 is set to be a busy year full of learning. 

Libby McConnell
Deputy head Girl - Learning

LearNiNG COMMiTTee



3
College News  |  Issue 6, April 2017

Set your heart on
Sacred Heart

 
My  three months in France is almost at an end and it has been 
an amazing learning experience - linguistically, professionally and 
culturally. My life has been characterised by total immersion in 
French from breakfast at 7.30am with my host family, a school-day 
lasting until 5pm then home, afternoon tea, dinner, talk around the 
table,  TV watching and reading a French novel often until midnight. 

There have been times of frustration when I’ve wondered if I’ve 
made any progress at all but then others when I’ve had extended 
conversations with people; the most heartening being an hour 
long interview with a journalist from the regional newspaper.  A 
weekly clarinet lesson, 2 hours at church each Sunday, many visits 
with French people and a week of intensive language lessons in the 
regional capital of Lille have all contributed to my ‘kete of knowledge’.
 
 

At St. Bernadette’s (private Catholic school) I’ve had lots of class 
time presenting NZ to 3 - 19 year olds. There’s something very 
cute about little 5 year old French children singing ‘Te Aroha’ with 
great gusto!  However, most of my time has been with the English 
classes working alongside the teachers, helping with pronunciation, 
encouraging speaking of English but also getting resources for 
SHGC French classes - the most useful being written and video 
texts in French on different topics. I have got to know the staff well 
and recognise most of the students. I was given such a wonderful 
farewell I cried!

On a cultural level, I’ve been able to gain a deeper understanding of 
the North of France and have become quite adept at using public 
transport. A most memorable weekend was hopping from France 
through Belgium to go to Luxembourg and then a little side trip to 
Germany.  Coming from an island nation, this was pretty exciting!  
 

I’ve climbed a few of the famous UNESCO heritage belfries, visited 
a number of museums, art galleries and WW1 cemeteries.  There 
were a few very proud kiwi moments when I discovered that 500 of 
our miners built 20kms of underground tunnels to hide thousands 
of Commonwealth soldiers for 10 days before a surprise attack 
on the Germans in April 1917.  And in Le Quesnoy (sister town to 
Cambridge) when our soldiers scaled the ramparts to liberate the 
town occupied by the Germans for 3 years.  We are well remembered 
and loved in a number of French towns.

I’d like to express my thanks to the Ministry of Education and AFS 
(NZ and France), to the BOT and Senior Leadership of SHGC for 
releasing me for Term 1 and especially to Vicki Cotton acting as HOF 
and Christine Bryant with Catherine Steffert for taking my classes.

MrS COOper iN FrOM FraNCe

On Friday 3rd March a group of 13 students, three parents 
and two teachers began the two night, three day practise 
tramp in the Kaimais for Silver Duke of Edinburgh. We left 
SHGC cheerful and eager to commence the tramp, oblivious 
to what Miss Macpherson and Mrs Wolff had in store for us. 
We started off Day One tramping up one side of Mt Te Aroha 
which proved to be a rather steep incline that seemed endless!  
 

But finally we made it to the top and were 
greeted with picturesque views of the 
mighty Waikato. We continued over the 
ridge line until we got to the Waitawheta 
Hut where we pitched our tents, cooked 
dinner and figured out how to setup 
and operate the mountain radio before 
settling down to listen for the weather. As 
the evening arrived some went exploring 
glow worms while others settled in for the 

night. Waking to the chirping of birds, we started Day 2 off bright 
and early. Today was the training day and our Bear Grylls instincts 
shone through as we crossed rivers, did compass and map reading 
work, made bivvys and tested out our first aid skills when faced with 
different situations involving injuries that could occur in the bush.  
 
After a long day of training and tramping 
we made it to Daly’s clearing Hut where 
we pitched our tents for night 2. Waking 
up at an early time of 5:30am, feeling 
like zombies we packed up our tents, 
put our packs on and got ready to 
commence the final day of the tramp. 
Treated with amazing views of our beautiful country along the way, we 
eventually made it back down to the carpark where great feelings of 
satisfaction were felt by all as we realised what we had just completed. 
Overall a great time was had and many valuable skills were learnt.  
 
The importance of working together as a team and acknowledging 
everyone’s strengths and weaknesses is vital to a successful tramp. 
For me personally I learnt how important it is to listen to  your 
teachers (they really do know what they’re talking about) and to 
never leave your pack on the edge of a bank. Or it may just go rolling 
down and need rescuing (thanks again Miss Mac!). A big thank you 
to everyone who made it such an enjoyable time! 

 
ella Watson

Key DaTeS FOr TerM 2: 

Week 2: Mon 8 May - Gold Bushcraft training at SHGC
                 Fri 12 - Sat 13 May - Gold Bushcraft field training/ tramp

Week 8:  Tue 20 or Thu 22 June - Part 1 Bronze First Aid course

Week 9: Tue 27 or Thu 29 June - Part 2 Bronze First Aid course

Reminder that all Duke of Ed students should also be completing 
their Service, Skill and Physical recreation in their own time.

DuKe OF eDiNBurGh
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Congratulations to our SHGC girls who competed at the North 
Islaand Secondary Schools Athletics Championships.

Five SHGC athletes: Brooke, Krystie, Zara ( junior), Kayla, Sophie 
(intermediate) attended the day which will serve as their last 
outing on the secondary schools calendar and of the official track 
and field season. Although they were representing the WBOP 
region, they certainly did the school proud.

GOLD

BrOOKe BaTTerS 
 High Jump: 1.55m – only one to jump this height

KrySTie SOLOMON 
300m: 41.06 – PB and WBOP record 
800m: 2.14.32 – PB and new record

SiLver

KayLa GOODWiN 
Long Jump: 5.22m 

Triple Jump: 11.52m 

BrONZe

Zara LuDBrOOK 
Long Jump: 4.95m – PB

Please be aware that when the 
students return to school in 
Term Two they will be expected 
to be dressed in Winter Uniform. 

This is the usual skirt, blouse 
and blazer but also with the 
compulsory black leather shoes 
and black pantyhose. 

A school jersey and a school 
scarf may also be worn but are 
optional pieces of uniform. 

TerM 2 uNiFOrM

Welcome to two new staff members: Mrs Natasha Bastion who 
takes up the role of Ecomonics teacher, and Mrs Claudia Williams 
who joins us as a Learning Assistant. 

We also wish our GATEWAY teacher Mrs amy Still a happy maternity 
leave - she will be away until August with Mrs avril Jacobs filling her 
role until she returns. And with the departure of Mrs Cinal Chand, 
Mrs harriet reed-hadley has been appointed as the Year 10 Dean.
Her email is hreed@shgcham.school.nz and her EXT is 2820.  

NiSS aThLeTiCS reSuLTS

The SHGC Waka Ama girls recently competed at the National 
Championships held at Lake Tikitapu (Blue Lake) in Rotorua. The 
atmosphere was wonderful, with 112 schools participating (up from 
96 last year) and 1850 paddlers in total.

Although a very wet week, the weather didn’t dampen their spirits 
and the girls won both their heats to progress to championship semi-
finals. Unfortunately they didn’t make the finals but a good time was 
had by all and we congratulate the team for all their hard work and 
training. Our thanks go to their amazing Manager, Viv Orange and 
Coach Turanga Kerr from Te Toki Voyaging Trust, for all the hours put 
in behind the scenes.

Below are action shots of the girls in the water as well as meeting 
Tupira King, NZ and World Waka Ama medalist.

WaKa aMa

NeW appOiNTMeNTS

upCOMiNG DaTeS TO Diary         
 
1 May - Beginning of Term Two 
              Resurrection Liturgy

5 May - Year 9 Retreat

19 May - Year 10 Retreat

24 May - Open Day for prospective families


