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Our Vision Statement
Sacred Heart Girls’ College educates and inspires young women to be confident, connected, Catholic, 

learners for life; committed to excellence, ready to serve, to challenge and to shape the future.

We live the virtues of Faith, Hope and Justice.

Our charism is expressed through Communion, Contemplation, Mission.
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A G E  Q U O D  A G I S

“...there is no greater incentive for a sincere and generous 
heart than to keep in mind the unimaginable love of God...”

When Euphrasie Barbier established the Congregation and became 
a Sister of Our Lady of the Missions, she took the new name of 
Mother Marie de Coeur de Jesus (Mary of the Heart of Jesus). 
Many schools and colleges founded by RNDM are named Sacred 
Heart. This new name was an expression of her deep love of God, 
motivating her in missionary energy. Euphrasie had a heart for the 
world and all its peoples. 

Then, just as we must do now, she recognised the value of 
developing an interdependent, international community, focused 
on the importance of education for everyone no matter their 
circumstances. In our times, as we educate our students to 
become responsible citizens of a global community, we find her 
way of living the Gospel is as important and relevant in the Mission 
of our College as it ever has been. As we prepare for Sacred Heart 
Day throughout Spirit Week, we continue to honour and treasure 
the founding story of our College in the narrative and mission of 
one 19 th Century woman with a vision, and in doing so, we not 
only emphasise the RNDM spiritual heritage, we also uncover a 
way of the Spirit for our students to walk into their future: Faithful, 
Hopeful and Just.

In the same manner of honouring who we are, we competed in the 
traditional Mission Cup and Te Toa Shield along with 140 young 
women and their netball and hockey coaches, managers and 
supporters. Both our 1 st XI Hockey and Premier Netball teams 
must be congratulated for their relentless energy and drive over 
the weekend of demanding games. The Mission Cup was taken 

home by Sacred Heart, Lower Hutt and Te Toa Shield was lifted by 
Sacred Heart, New Plymouth (the only team to beat us in the final 
game of the tournament). Many thanks to all who supported our 
teams over the weekend. We look forward to next year in Lower 
Hutt.

As we approach the end of Term 2, it is likely that your daughter 
will be experiencing internal assessments and may be feeling the 
pressure that tends to be part of the mix along with their usual 
commitments in and out of school. As parents, you are best placed 
to recognise signs that may indicate your daughter’s wellbeing is 
compromised. Please let us know by contacting appropriate staff 
such as your daughter’s CCM Companion, her Year Level Dean, 
or, if you are particularly concerned, our Guidance Counsellor 
or Deputy Principal (Pastoral Care). Teachers can be contacted, 
via email, if you have specific questions or concerns about your 
daughter’s learning and progress in a learning area. Staff contact 
information is on our website.

Finally, in honour of Matariki and the seasonal changes it indicates, 
we acknowledge those who have left this world, leave any 
grievances we may be holding on to in the past, and move forward 
with positive energy as we continue to plan for the future of our 
kura:

Tēnā koutou katoa i roto i ngā āhuatanga o Matariki tāpuapua.
Me mihi ka tika ki too tātou Kiingi Tuuheitia rire hou Paimarie. 
E ngā iwi e ngā mana o te motu whānui
tēnā koutou, tēnā koutou, tēnā koutou katoa. 

 
Have a restful weekend,

Nga mihi 

From the 
Principal

Tena koutou katoa 
Nga mihi nui ki a koutou

UPCOMING DATES TO DIARY         
 

26 June - Board of Trustees Meeting

28 June - 1st XI Hockey Final 

28/29 June - Year 11 Production

7 July - Last day of Term 2 
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Kia Ora, Kia Orana, Malo e lelei, 
Talofa Lava and greetings to all

WhERE ARE WE AT WITh ThE 
2021 vISIONING PROCESS?

The board have engaged 
a local facilitator to lead 
us through he final stages 
of the strategic planning 
process. The Board and the 
facilitator will be creating 
the draft document prior to 
the community consultation process via a series of community 
workshops. Of course there is still time to offer your names to be 
part of the workshops that will discuss and determine the final plan. 
Dependant on trustee availability the aim is to have the draft plan 
ready for consultation by early next term.

Reminder: if there are parents who did not complete the survey but 
would like to be involved in the workshop, please contact the board 
secretary, Vivienne Leddy at vleddy@shgcham.school.nz

WElCOME TO AlvA TOhOvAkA-STAPlES

With the recent resignation of Vicki Fabling as one of our proprietor’s 
representatives we are delighted to advise that the Mission Trust 
has appointed a replacement. Our newest trustee is Alva Tohovaka-
Staples. Alva is of Niuean and Maori descent and grew up in 
Auckland Central and attended Auckland Girls Grammar School 
until year 12. Alva joined the Territorial’s at 17 where she met her 
husband, Jon, eventually moving to Hamilton and raising their 
three children, Kieran, Ursula and Jade (Jade is Year 12 at SHGC). 
Many of you in the netball arena will have come across Alva as 
she has been a very active member of the netball community as a 
coach, manager, umpire, secretary, treasurer and much more. Alva 
attended law school while working as a member of the Hamilton 
Police Prosecutions Team, graduating in 2015 and was admitted to 
the bar in 2016. Alva’s strong faith, culture, family and academic 
success will provide much richness to the Board of Trustees and the 
Mission Trust Board.

WhAT IS SOMEThING fRONT Of ThE BOARDS MIND (OR DEAR 
TO OUR ‘hEART’) AT ThE MOMENT?

With our student open day last month we are closely monitoring our 
student enrolments. The Board with the Principal are reviewing and 
developing new and improved strategies to foster a full school roll 
through student attraction and student retention planning. Some of 
the goals are:

1. To develop and implement a comprehensive recruitment and 
marketing plan that will result in Sacred Heart Girls’ College 
becoming a secondary education institution of first choice for its 
local catholic and non-Catholic communities.

2. To develop and implement strategies to improve student 
retention rates.

3. To develop strategies that improves the quality of ‘campus’ life 
for students.

BOT NEWS
4. To develop and implement strategies that will support the 
positioning of Sacred Heart Girls’ College as a strong and visible 
community leader in Catholic education and values.

5. To develop and implement strategies to maximise the use of 
social networking mediums for the marketing of the school.

6. To develop and target specific programme efficiencies, 
inclusive of performance measures.

7. To develop and implement strategies to improve Sacred Heart 
Girls’ College’s relationship with its students, parents and wider 
parish community

I think that maybe enough for this newsletter. Have a great weekend.

God bless

hayley McConnell 
Chairperson – Board of Trustees

By now all Year 10 students should have received a set of camp 
information and forms. These need to filled in and returned to 
school as soon as possible please. 

If for some reason, your daughter did not receive a letter with the 
forms, there are more available from the Year 12 Deans office. If your 
daughter is not able to attend camp for any reason then I need an 
email or letter informing me of the reasons why the non-attendance. 

If you have any questions or concerns re camp, please do not 
hesitate to contact me at   awatton@shgcham.school.nz

YEAR 10 CAMP fORMS

MID-YEAR REPORTS

Mid year reports for Junior students were emailed early this week. 
If you have not received your daughter’s reports please contact 
the school office. Reports for Senior students will be emailed by 
the end of term. Please make the time to talk with your daughter 
about her learning when you receive these reports.

NZQA fEES

Parents will have received invoices for NZQA fees. These are due to 
be paid to the school accounts office by Friday 11 August.  Financial 
assistance is available to students who meet certain criteria. Please 
see the NZQA website at: www.nzqa.govt.nz/financialassistance 
for more details or contact Mrs Jackson.

If your daughter intends to sit any Scholarship subjects an extra 
fee of $30 (or $102.20 for international students) per subject is 
payable this year.

NCEA Student App Update

An updated version of the NCEA Student App can be downloaded 
from the Apple App Store or the Google Play Store. It is free to 
download and can be used from any smart device. The App allows 
students to plan, select and set their NCEA credit goals and targets 
and to see how they are tracking towards NCEA Level one, two and 
three, including Literacy, Numeracy and University Entrance.

CURRICUlUM NEWS
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Madelaine Muldowney finished her studies at Sacred Heart last 
year, serving as Deputy Head Girl. She tells us about her new life as 
a student at the University of Otago. 

What course are you enrolled in and what do you hope to use 
that course to be or do?

At the University of Otago, I am currently enrolled in a Bachelor of 
Law and a Bachelor of Arts, majoring in Classical Studies. I hope 
to use this degree to eventually practice law, as this has been a 
goal of mine for a very long time.

What makes you, as an alumni of Sacred heart, different from 
other students at Uni and from other schools?

As alumni of Sacred Heart, my point of difference from other 
university students is the culture that I have been educated in. By 
this I am referring to my Catholic education. There are a handful 
of students in my college who have this commonality. Often other 
students ask us what a Catholic education consists of, and our 
experiences with this. It certainly feels unique to discuss these 
sorts of things, sharing the fantastic experience that I have had. I 
feel very privileged to have the knowledge that I have gained from 
Sacred Heart, the core Sacred Heart values that I have gathered 
in my years have put me in a perfect position to conquer life after 
high school.

What have been the challenges, failures & success of Uni so far?

The biggest challenge that has arisen during my time in Dunedin 
would be the adjustment to a new education system. With this, 
I have had to restructure my study schedule and sometimes my 
study habits. It has been a process of trial and error; looking to 
find what works best for me. I have experienced failure in this, 
where I perhaps have not prepped for an exam correctly, however 
with each exam I am learning the best and most efficient way 
to tackle these. I must also point out the potential failure that 
many students are at risk to, this being the failure to continue 
exercising or staying active. I urge you all to keep this in mind 
when you head to university, for your own health and happiness.

The greatest success of University so far has been the ability to 
immerse myself in the student life and the culture of my college 
(which is pretty unique), while making many new friends and 
some great memories along the way.

What piece of advice could you give to someone unsure about 
going to Uni or not?

My advice to all those who are undecided on whether university 
is the right option for them is to consider how committed you 
are to furthering your education. Ultimately, university is a place 
for learning; if you can self-motivate yourself to continue down 
an educational pathway, I am sure you will love it. At university 
you will find the balance between an academic and a social life, if 
this is a balance that you seek, then university is a fantastic place 
to be. My ultimate advice would be this: to follow your passions 
and the things that bring you the greatest satisfaction.  With this, 
success will follow.

lIfE AfTER ShGC - MADDY MUlDOWNEY
Friday was Sacred Heart Day, our school feast day. It is a day 
of celebration and a day to gather as a community. We started 
the day by celebrating mass at the Cathedral of the Blessed 
Virgin Mary. This feast is a reminder of Jesus’ great love for all 
people. God sent his only son that we might have life and have 
it to the full. Jesus’ love for us is shown in how he served, in 
how he lived, in his death and resurrection. Friday at mass 
we also acknowledged members of our school community 
who have committed to being Extra-ordinary ministers 
of Holy Communion, this is a very special way to serve.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

After mass the school changed into costumes and each house was 
given a musical as their theme. They then moved around the school 
completing a number of activities. The day ended by each house 
performing a dance relating to their musical.

Much to our delight six students brought their nana’s to be our judges. 
It was such a positive and happy way to end a day of celebrations. 
A big thank you to the Year 13 students and Mrs Brebner who put so 
much effort into organising this day.

SACRED hEART DAY!

fOOD BANk fOR fAMIlIES IN NEED
During weeks six to nine this term our 
school is collecting items for the St 
Vincent de Paul Food Bank. The items 
that we collect will be distributed to 
families in need throughout Hamilton. 

If everyone bought one item each week 
we as a school would be able to collect 
4000 items. Such a significant collection 
would make a massive impact in our 
Hamilton community. The bigger the 
better – remember mission is possible!
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 hOCkEY GIRlS MAkE IT TO fINAl!
Congratulations to our 1st 
XI Hockey team who will 
be playing in the Waikato 
Secondary Schools final on 
Wendesday, 28th June  at 
5.30pm  after beating Dio 
2 - 1 on Thursday. It is the 
first time the team has 
triumphed over Dio and the 
first time they’ve ever made it to the finals! GO hEARTS!!!

Miss Sommerfield, PhD Student/Athletic Development Coach, 
received grant money from the NZ Community Trust to purchase 
this equipment. The equipment is being utilised for morning 
training sessions with elite sports teams, PE lessons, after-school 
training sessions twice a week with Miss Sommerfield (open to any 
student), as well as for the Youth Athlete Development Programme 
Miss Sommerfield runs. For further information about these 
programmes/sessions please contact Miss Sommerfield.   

AThlETIC DEvElOPMENT 

Learning support is for students who require 
an independent learning program, have a 
diagnosed learning or medical need.

Our current highlight is a collaboration with 
Jubilee kindergarten. Once a fortnight, Year 
9 student Jo-Myna visits to interact with 
students, read and to communicate with them.

lEARNING SUPPORT

ROAD SAfETY fOR SACRED hEART fAMIlIES

Following an incident in the Firth Street  staff car park, we would like 
to remind parents and guardians to please drop your students off 
at the Cook St entrance. 

Vehicles stopping on broken yellow lines and driving on the Firth St 
footpath put our students in danger. Please DO NOT stop here. 

With Sacred Heart and Marian students (and pedestrians!) on the 
footpath around our campus frequently, we want to provide a safe 
environment where road rules are being kept and modelled to our 
young people. 

Our staff on morning and afternoon duty will be asked to ensure 
that this is occurring, noting and reporting any dangerous activity. 
Please help us keep our students safe.

INTERNATIONAl STUDENTS vISIT ROTORUA
The international department recently visited Rotorua. The girls 
were interested to see where the Maori stories they had been 
listening to in ESOL took place. We left early in the morning and went 
to Redlands tree walk where we walked high amongst the trees. 
Then we visited Whakarewarewa Living Village for a tour, cultural 
performance and a delicious hangi. 

We finished the day riding the luges at the top of the sky lift. Nobody 
could beat Miss Mildon on the luges although Pingji gave it a good 
go. Thanks to Ms Mildon for organising the trip and for Mrs Morris for 
accompanying us and to Keith for getting us there safely.  

Enrolments for our 2018 Intake will close on Monday, 26 June. 
If you or someone you know would like to enrol a new student at 
Sacred Heart next year, please pick up an enrolment pack from 
the Main Office at school, or download one from our website and 
get it back to us by this date. 

If you have any questions or concerns about your child’s 
enrolment, feel free to send an email to hearts@shgcham.school.
nz or call 07 856 7874 for more information. 

2018 ENROlMENTS

The Year 11 Drama Class will be 
presenting their production of The 
53rd Victim by Pip Hall on Wednesday 
28th and Thursday 29th of June, 6pm 
in the Creative Arts Centre. 

Based on a true story, The 53rd Victim 
tells the tale of Rachel Brooke-Taylor 
who falls from hero to victim in just 
two weeks. How does such a fall from grace occur so quickly? 
Because Rachel Brooke-Taylor was no doctor, and the subsequent 
inquiry into her act of heroism would unravel a fantastical life 
filled with self-delusion and deceit. Please come and support, all 
welcome, tickets available from Miss Vaile.

YEAR 11 DRAMA PRODUCTION

STUDENT ABSENCES 
For all Student Absentees, including away from school, 
appointments or late to school, please report to the following: 
 
Email: absences@shgcham.school.nz 
Phone: 07 856 7874 ext 2852


