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Our Vision Statement
Sacred Heart Girls’ College educates and inspires young women to be confident, connected, Catholic, 

learners for life; committed to excellence, ready to serve, to challenge and to shape the future.

We live the virtues of Faith, Hope and Justice.

Our charism is expressed through Communion, Contemplation, Mission.

College
News

ISSUE  11
July 2017

A G E  Q U O D  A G I S

‘Welcoming others means welcoming God in person! Do not 
let yourselves be robbed of the hope and joy of life born of 
your experience of God’s mercy, as manifested in the people 
you meet on your journey!’ 

It is a timely reminder for all of us that an interaction with another 
human being, known or unknown to us, has the capacity to enhance 
the dignity and humanity of everyone involved, or diminish it. At 
Sacred Heart Girls’ College, we expect that our relationships will 
be enriched by the diversity    dof our community that lives and 
learns together and, therefore, we welcome all our new students 
and their families who have migrated to Hamilton and who are now 
part of our learning and Faith Community. 

We also extend these expectations to behaviours and 
interactions, not only face-to-face, but also online. We are very 
aware that our students are digital experts and remind all of us 
that our engagement in this forum is also open to scrutiny and 
accountability. Our Responsible Use Agreement sets our clear 
expectations and standards for students and parents. As parents, 
it is also a good idea to keep up with the changes and updates 
of the various apps your daughter may be using. At the moment, 
a popular app ‘Snapchat’ is creating controversy about privacy 
settings and how recent updates may compromise safety and 
privacy. Netsafe.org.nz is a very useful advisory service for parents 
and schools to keep up with the impact of technology and promote 
a safe, confident and responsible use of online technologies. Rapid 
change in this landscape has challenged the traditional belief 
that we can prevent access to certain areas of the online world, 
through filters or monitoring activity. This approach is no longer 

successful in isolation and it is essential that users develop the 
skills, knowledge and values to keep themselves and others safe 
online. This is based on a model of learn, guide and protect. If you 
have concerns about your daughter’s online behaviours at school, 
please let us know, particularly if her personal safety or wellbeing 
is a concern.

Our recruitment process is still taking place and, along with St 
John’s College, we are visiting prospective new students in their 
Primary School. If this serves as a reminder to parents with a 
daughter ready for Year 9, then please get in touch with us. If 
you know of any family who may have missed the closing date, 
your support to guide them through the process would be much 
appreciated. There are staff at the school willing to help. 

As this is the final Newsletter for Term 2, I would like to express 
my thanks to all members of our community: students, whanau 
and staff for their on-going support of all the activities associated 
with College life. As usual, it has been a very full term. Our staff 
have provided guidance and assistance to the young women in our 
care as they planned opportunities for learning, in and out of the 
classroom, guided students towards assessment of their learning, 
provided feedback about their learning and reported progress of 
learning to parents. Staff show an exceptional commitment and 
dedication to their profession, for which I am always grateful. Our 
students who have responded to the opportunities presented, risen 
to the challenges and maximised time spent at SHGC this term 
must also be congratulated. Their commitment and dedication to 
their learning is evident by their participation, engagement and joy 
of learning. Check our Facebook page for some examples of this.

Finally, I hope that the holiday from school, for the next two weeks, 
provides opportunities for relaxation and rest and safe travelling 
for those on the road, sea or sky. 

From the 
Principal

Tena koutou katoa 
Nga mihi nui ki a koutou

http://netsafe.org.nz
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Kia Ora, Kia Orana, Malo e lelei, Talofa Lava and greetings to all

A medley of information to share this week:

Where are We aT WiTh The 2021 visiONiNg prOcess?

The board kicks off our vision and goal setting process this week 
with an external facilitator. The final output will be a draft strategic 
plan document prior to a community feedback phase. Of course 
there is still time to offer up your contact details to be part of the 
workshops that will discuss and determine the final plan. The aim 
is to have the draft plan ready for consultation by the middle of 
term three.

head hearT haNds (hhh)

At the May board meeting the trustees were educated and updated 
on the Head, Heart and Hands strategy being used in and around 
the school. This is one of a number of strategies to promote positive 
behaviour for learning. The board congratulated the school on the 
ongoing work in this area and its successes to date. For those that 
spy on the school via the daily school notices you will have seen 
seven students acquired their Gold HHH card in recognition of 
their success in the area of positive learning behaviours. Well done 
girls and also to all the girls succeeding in this area of school.

WiNTer spOrTs

Congratulations to all of our winter sports teams that have either 
completed their season or nearing the end. I joined other SHGC 
supporters to watch the first XI girls’ hockey final last week and it 
was great to see the fighting spirit in and off the field with girls from 
other sports codes in attendance cheering our teams on. Keep up 
your positive behaviours and role modelling the spirit of our school. 

sacred hearT day eveNTs

Last Friday I attended the Sacred Heart day mass and later that day 
I ventured back to the school hall to watch the ‘dance off’ between 
the six houses. I am not sure what I was expecting but I think 
I may have got more than I bargained for. The ‘dance off’ was a 
real show of collegiality and commitment and I would recommend 
this event if you are keen on free and exhilarating entertainment! 
Congratulations to all girls, you were all winners giving your best 
for your house and the school. My favourite had to be the parade 
of the judges – they were the nanas of some of our girls and they 
really made the day.

chOp yOur LOcKs 

By the time this newsletter gets to your e mail box, nine girls will have 
had their long and luscious hair cut for charity. This is a selfless and 
thoughtful act of generosity to not only support people impacted 
back by cancer but to donate their hair for wig making. Well done to 
the girls and all those involved in supporting this fundraising event. 

God bless and have a safe holiday.

hayley Mcconnell 
chairperson – Board of Trustees

NeWs FrOM The BOT

chOp yOur LOcKs!
On Thursday, we had our 2017 Chop your Locks event. Nine brave 
girls - Nicole Brown, Kate Gavin, Kaitlyn Shields, Lucile Richardson, 
Daniella Bay, Amelia Hunt, Brittany Hayde, Sikva Javaid, and Nina 
Damian - had their pony tails cut off at our full school assembly! 

They have been working hard to raise money and awareness of 
cancer in our society, and how so many people have been affected 
by it. So far, we have managed to raise over $4000! (And that’s not 
including the donations from assembly today!) 

All the funds raised have gone to the Waikato Cancer Society, and we 
hope that the donations of these funds, and the chopped hair, will 
make a difference to the lives of those living with Cancer. We would 
like to thank Jingles Hair and Hillcrest Hair Salons, as they gave the 
girls complimentary styles to fix up their new haircuts. These girls 
have demonstrated servant leadership and have shown SHGC that 
mission is possible. I had the best time organising this event, and 
working with these girls, and hope to see this movement increase 
over years to come.  

Kylee Nobilo  
deputy head girl - special character

suppOrTiNg sT viNNies

Well done Sacred Heart! Over 
the last month we have been 
asking students and families to 
donate toward our food drive 
for Saint Vincent de Paul. We 
are very pleased to say that 
your contributions have totalled 
a collection of 2446 items, far 
exceeding our target of 2000. 
These donations have been picked 
up and will be distributed to those 
in need. Mission is possible!

upcOMiNg daTes TO diary         
 

24 July - First Day of Term Three

28 July - Year 11 Retreat 

2 august - Maori and Pasifika Hui

2-3 august - Arts Showcase
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When I graduated from SHGC in 2006 I was excited for the next 
chapter in my life but also sad to leave. Sad to say goodbye to teachers 
who has guided me through my studies, sad to say goodbye to friends 
and a little worried about leaving the familiarity behind. I would never 
have guessed that just over 10 years later I would once again be 
walking through the school gates, this time as a trainee teacher! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

a FOrMer sTudeNT reTurNs

Left: Ineke (second from right) celebrating Sacred Heart Day in house colours | Top Right: Hanging out in the Y13 
Common Room | Bottom Right: Ineke (far right) with friends at the Sports Assembly. ngland.

After my time at SHGC I went to Massey University in Palmerston 
North, where I studied to get my Bachelor of Science, majoring in 
zoology and ecology. I struggled to decide whether to study art or 
science when I left school, but certainly knew I did want to work with 
wildlife. After university, I was lucky enough to get a job at Wingspan, 
The National Bird of Prey Centre in Rotorua. Here I spent the next 
five years breeding, training and rehabilitating birds of prey, as well 
as hosting educational displays about the importance of NZ falcons 
and conservation. 

This then lead me off shore to Wales, where I continued to work with 
falcons, but this time on a much larger scale. Here I was involved with 
breeding around 250 falcons in a season (3 months) and training 
some for hunting with as well. However, I found that I was missing 
the educational work that I had been involved with at Wingspan, and 
so decided to come back to NZ to acquire my post graduate diploma 
in secondary school teaching - specialising in biology and science. 

I never thought that I would end up back at SHGC for a 6-week 
placement as part of my course, but it has been a real treat. It has 
been a wonderful experience seeing some of the teachers that 
once taught me, seeing the wonderful character of the school and 
being a part of the school community from a different perspective. 
It amazed me at how familiar everything was, yet at the same time 
how much Sacred Heart has grown and developed. 

A wonderful school, with wonderful staff and students - thank you 
for the brief but warm welcome back! 

ineke smets 
Trainee Teacher and former shgc student

This term all Year 11 RE students have been working on ‘The 
Reformation’ as their topic. For the assessment of this topic they 
were asked to put together a Museum Exhibit Piece to contribute 
to our Year 11 Reformation Museum. 

The exhibits went up in Week Nine and the museum was open 
Monday and Tuesday of Week 10. The work they produced was 
impressive and demonstrated how much of an impact this 
development has had on our Catholic Church. 

Mrs Morris
Leader of Learning - religious education

reFOrMaTiON exhiBiTiON

On Thursday, Mrs Morris, Mrs Brebner and  some year 10 students 
visited the Vinnies centre in Frankton. We did this to make an 
appropriate meal for the people of our community who cannot 
always afford their own meals. Some of the food we donated through 
the school’s food drive contributed to the meals we provided. The 
majority of the people who ate the meals did have homes, however 
their weekly pay did not cover their food for the week. This is where 
the Vinnies play a significant role in the lives of the less privileged, 
to suffice to their daily necessities. It was awesome to see that our 
efforts went to a great cause and was very rewarding to see the 
smiles on their faces. 

Overall, it was a great opportunity for us and we look forward to 
serving the community again.

alisha, pippa and Lucy
year 10 students

MeaLs WiTh sT viNNies 
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hearTs hOcKey hisTOry!
A massive congratulations to our 1st XI Hockey Girls who made 
history by making it to their first ever final, after beating Waikato 
Diocesan School for 
Girls  (for the first time 
in the competition as 
well). The girls were up 
against Hamilton Girls’ 
High School in the final 
and after a fierce game, 
the score was nil all 
and the girls went to a 
penalty shoot out, where 
they lost 4-2.  We are extremely proud of their achievements 
and the support shown for them on the night. Thanks to all of 
the players, their coaches and managers for representing our 
school so well. age quod agis! Thanks also to school supporter 
and photographer Norrie Mailer who took these brilliant pictures 
(copyright reserved).  

crOss cOuNTry ThaNKs 

iNLiNe hOcKey

crystel yardley, a former Sacred Heart, now works as a visual 
journalist for  Fairfax Media. She recently won a Canon Media 
Award for Best Junior Photo. She talks about her chosen profession. 

There is no direct path to a successful career. There have been many 
challenges I have faced during my journey in becoming a visual 
journalist. With being a visual journalist you do come across not only 
creative challenges but also industry challenges.  I am continuously 
looking beyond the cordon. I never studied to be a video producer. 
At Wintec I studied photography. When I started at Fairfax Media,  
video was one of the requirements of the job. I saw this as an 
opportunity to up skill myself within the industry. I was fortunate 
enough to be surrounded by award winning visual journalists who 
trained me to become the video producer I am today.

Video is   80 per cent  of our workload, giving our readers the chance 
to visually enjoy the story through a 
visual narrative. The readers see the 
raw brunt of the story through visual 
elements and this creates emotion 
when illustrating a challenging 
subject. This involves carefully 
articulating an idea and creating 
photos and video that compliments 
the written component of a story. 
I have essentially become a visual 
story teller giving the community 
a voice. This is the most rewarding 
part of my career.

OLd girLs WiNs caNON Media aWard

This term,  the Year 10 sports class 
planned and implemented the 
School X-Country (‘Jog-a-thon’). 
As part of this event, we were 
kindly gifted products from Prolife 
Foods and Swamp Frog, for participant prizes. These prizes were 
well received from the recipients and our class were extremely 
grateful for the support given.

Thank you Prolife Foods and Swamp Frog!

Congratulations to our Inline Hockey team - winners of the 
Hamilton Secondary Schools 3rd Division.

The year 11Z class entered 
the Brain Bee competition 
and the following 13 girls 
made it through to the North 
Island finals at the Auckland 
Med School: Angela Glover, 
Alyssa Bautista, Anna 
Corkery, Elise Eaton, Jennifer Kim, Jasmina Singh, Jorjia Travers, 
Samantha Brown, Caitlyn Hernandez, Brenna Leong, Charlotte 
Mcleod, Milou Sopers and Leah Havice

This was a long but exciting day with four of our  students - Anna 
Corkery, Elise Eaton, Jennifer Kim and Jasmina Singh - coming 
fourth overall in the team event. This was an intense final with a 
lecture theatre full of students watching their progress. The day 
also involved tours of the Med School, talks by Scientists and 
career pathways available.

BraiN Bee

sTudeNT aBseNces 
For all Student Absentees, including away from school, 
appointments or late to school, please report to the following: 
 
Email: absences@shgcham.school.nz 
Phone: 07 856 7874 ext 2852

above: Crystel’s Canon award winning photo. 

On Thursday, Year 13 Grace 
Beddis attended the Inter-
School Shoot hosted by 
Hamilton Boys High School 
at the Waikato Gun Club. 
This was an invitational event 
attended by schools from all 
over the North Island.

Grace shot very well and was awarded the top female shooter, 
scoring 86/90. 

Her results are as follows:
Event 1: Single Rise - 19/20
Event 2: Point Score - 57/60 
Event 3: Single Barrel - 10/10

Congratulations, Grace. It is great to see one of our students doing 
so well in her chosen sport. 

cLay shOOTiNg chaMpiON


