
E te whānau whanui ō Sacred Heart, tēnā koutou

Ngā mihi o te tau hou – Happy New Year! Wherever you were over 
the festive season and summer holidays, I do hope you enjoyed 
time with your whānau and friends and I am sure it was extra 
special at the end of an unusual year.

As I write this pānui, we welcomed 234 new students to our 
College. I would like to share with whānau the message 
that was sent to all ākonga who are now a part of 
Sacred Heart Girls’ College:

Today is a new day!
You can start fresh, wipe the slate clean and 
begin again.
Today you can embrace kindness
practice compassion
stand up for justice
talk to strangers and make new friends.
You can ask for help
offer hope
and listen with your courageous heart 
(to the ‘Whisperings of Grace’).
You can work for the common good
love well
and today, and every day, YOU  
can be the change you want  
to see in the world.
Me aro ki te hā o Hineahuone!

As we re-engage with our students, our 
Catholic Character will be a strong feature 
of our school culture as always. Our 
focus on growing our Faith Community 
through the principles of manaakitanga 
and contemplating Scripture (The Woman 
at the Well, John 4: 1-42), will present 
itself in Liturgy, Leadership and Service.  
All are welcome in this place!
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Despite one of the most tumultuous 
years in our lifetime, 2020 was still 
a year when we celebrated lots of 
success for our students, as well 
as unprecedented challenges; the 
fact that our students persevered 
to reach personal excellence is 
a testament to their character and 
capability, as well as the skilful dedication 
and care of our teaching and support staff. 
Our NCEA results are as impressive as ever; 
overall, 93% of our senior students achieved 
their respective level of qualification and many 
endorsed with either Excellence or Merit. This is a 
reflection of the high levels of motivation and academic 
rigour that our students have come to understand is our 
expectation and our standards to be met.

Although 2020 was not the year we planned, we saw two initiatives 
implemented and strides made towards student agency and independence, 
using deliberate strategies to raise academic achievement, through GOLD time and 
Tāniko. We will continue to use this time innovatively and creatively as originally 
intended and develop a culture of deep learning.

The mentoring role of the CCM Companion proved invaluable in supporting 
our students through the 2020 Covid-19 rāhui and throughout the year since; 
therefore, and building on its success over the last four years, Ako time will 
be further developed for 2021, as we continue to strengthen our Culture of 
Care for learning and wellbeing. Find out more here.

Your daughter’s CCM Companion is the significant adult who has a 
pastoral care role. You will get the opportunity to meet with them on 
February 25 (details for appointments will be communicated nearer 
the time). In the meantime, they are the first and main point of contact 
for you and the school, should you have questions or concerns.

This year will see exciting developments for our Year 9 curriculum, 
particularly in the Arts and Technology area; project based learning 
in these areas will expose students to a range of learning and key 
competencies as well as strengthening natural talent and passion!

https://shgcham.school.nz/cms/wp-content/uploads/2020/05/959-45076-Ako-Flyer.pdf


We have 
highly  skilled 
and dedicated 
staff who are 
embracing effective 
educational change and 
we have ākonga who are 
ready to be challenged, extended 
and prepared for their world ‘Beyond 
the School Gates’.

It is unfortunate that I have to mention COVID. 
However, this is to reassure you that while the country 
remains at Alert level 1, we are grateful and pleased 
to be able to operate as normal. Therefore, we will 
continue to:

 . display QR code posters for the NZ COVID Tracer App

 . keep our visitor register, attendance register and 
timetables up to date

 . monitor for illness and ask anyone who is unwell to 
remain at home, or to go home

 . encourage people with relevant symptoms to seek 
medical advice and get tested

 . reinforce the importance of good hand washing and 
cough and sneeze etiquette

I can also reassure you that we will continue to clean 
our school regularly and effectively.

A special mention of our Head Girl Gemma Hall and our 
Deputy Head Girls Donna Robert (Catholic Character) 
and Brooke Pitchford (Learning) who have already 
stepped up to their leadership roles. Ka pai. We look 
forward to their contributions 
to our College.

Finally, a prayer for all of us to contemplate:

As we step into this new year,
Restore our spirits.
Renew our passion for sharing your wisdom
And nurture our compassion
For those in need of greater support.
Transform us as we seek to transform:
Guide us as we seek to guide;
Open our minds and hearts
As we seek to open minds and hearts
To the Good News of justice and peace.
Help us listen more deeply
To the world and to your Word,
So we can walk with those in our care,
Attentive to the Wisdom that
Calls us all to the Kingdom of God.

Adapted from a prayer by Jane Deren

Ngā manaakitanga

Catherine Gunn 
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