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Our Vision Statement
Sacred Heart Girls’ College educates and inspires young women to be confident, connected, Catholic, 

learners for life; committed to excellence, ready to serve, to challenge and to shape the future.

We live the virtues of Faith, Hope and Justice.

Our charism is expressed through Communion, Contemplation, Mission.
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A G E  Q U O D  A G I S

As we approach the end of the first term, I realise how time marches 
on and how easy it is to get caught up in the business of day to day 
work. We are always busy (indeed it’s where we get the word ‘business’ 
from) so I make a concerted effort to find time in the day to slow down, 
even stop, and contemplate a moment. I even admit to stumbling across 
some help in that area on social media. Here’s an example (posted by 
our Cardinal!) that is worth sharing as we approach the Great Feast: 

May today there be peace within. 
May you trust God that you are exactly where you are meant to be. 
May you not forget the infinite possibilities that are born of faith. 
May you use those gifts that you have received, and pass on the love 
that has been given to you. 
May you be content knowing you are a child of God. 
Let this presence settle into your bones, 
and allow your soul the freedom to sing, dance, praise and love. 
It is there for each and every one of us.
Prayer of St Teresa of Avila

No doubt you have heard much about Communities of Learning, either 
through the media or through school. In 2015, the government launched 
‘Investing in Educational Success’ (IES) Policy at a cost of $360million. 
This policy was focused on encouraging schools to form Communities 
of Learning (now known as Kāhui Ako), where they develop shared 
achievement challenges and best practice. This structure reflects the 
highest performing education system internationally, which have high 
levels of teacher collaboration, within schools and across schools and 
where learning and progress is developed and connected along the 
whole educational journey for each child. All the Catholic schools in 
the Hamilton area, Te Awamutu and Te Aroha have been involved with 
the Waikato Catholic Community of Learning, since last year. We are 
also fortunate to have two Early Learning Centres involved: Jubilee and 
Our Place (where many of our students started their learning journey). 
The Principals and Boards have collaborated and developed learning 
and achievement challenges, and after feedback was received at the 
end of last year, they are about to be submitted for approval by the 
Minister for Education. After careful examination of our collective data, 
it is clear that there are disparities between our learners, which present 
as underachievement in literacy and numeracy. The purpose of the 
Kāhui Ako is to raise the achievement of all learners. That in itself is 

a very complex matter, however, we know that what the teacher does 
in the classroom is what matters and therefore, the Principals have, 
collectively, identified strategic areas to focus our community inquiry:  
•	 teacher efficacy 
•	 culturally responsive pedagogy 
•	 transition, pathways and student wellbeing 
The Kāhui Ako is intended to enhance learning outcomes for students 
and provide effective professional development for teachers that 
align with our virtues, vision and mission, as a Catholic Community 
of Learning. As the Lead Principal for the Kāhui Ako for the next 
two years, I am excited for what looks like a transformational 
future for education in New Zealand. Our students will benefit 
from the sharing of expertise and resources, as all our schools are 
committed to the success of the Kāhui Ako and its collective vision:  

The Waikato Catholic Kāhui Ako embraces its distinctive Catholic 
nature; our culture of learning is supported through strong 
connections with staff, who are collaborative, reflective and 
strategic practitioners. Our confident, effective ākonga will 
continue to learn and thrive in an environment that is strengthened 
by our core values of Justice and Equity”. 

Once our achievement challenge proposal and plans have been 
accepted, we will initiate the process of appointing the Across School 
Coaches, who will ensure the achievement challenges are met. In 
addition to this, lead teachers will be appointed (within schools), who 
will support our teachers in meeting the achievement challenges and 
realising the vision for the Kāhui Ako. I am also pleased to say that Tara 
Kanji, Deputy Principal, will be supporting me in this area of significant 
leadership. We intend to rise to the challenge because we know it will 
benefit students and their learning, long term. We anticipate needing 
your support as we venture into fundamental changes that will impact 
on schools and how they provide for learners in the future. 

The College is fortunate to be able to provide a wide range of co-
curricular and extra-curricular activities for your daughters, including 
sport, music and drama. They enrich her educational experience 
beyond the classroom but they come at a cost. In order to continue 
offering these opportunities, I ask that you pay the invoice associated 
with the activity, which is kept to a minimum, as soon as possible, so 
that the school can continue to offer these activities. Please contact the 
teacher in charge of the activity if you have queries so we can avoid the 
risk of not being able to participate in an activity. 

Please continue to check our Facebook page for updates and posts about 
our students who are representing SHGC in sport, leadership and other 
day to day activities. Our athletes have been very successful at a recent 
meet: Kayla Goodwin, Krystie Solomon and Sophie Young, in particular, 
beating personal bests and long-held regional records! We are looking 
forward to a great effort from our rowers, paddlers and waterpolo(ers).

Age Quod Agis.
Nga mihi 

From the 
Principal

Tena koutou katoa 
Nga mihi nui ki a koutou
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This week the Enviroment team completed a full waste audit of 
the school. Our enviroment leader Keira McGregor and a group 
of volunteers, aided by Adrienne Grant from Enviroschools, 
sorted through, weighed and documented the day’s collected 
waste to see what the main components of our school’s waste is.  

Armed with this knowledge the team can then go about figuring 
out how we can reduce, reuse and recycle the waste we produce.  
 

This action is a response to the Pope’s call in Laudato Dei to care 
for our common home and this mission is possible. Thanks to Mrs 
Brebner and Ms Kanji for pitching in to organise this mammoth 
task and to the girls who stuck their hands up to get amongst this  
important mission and improve our school’s wellbeing, even if it’s 
not the most pleasant thing to do! 

Are you, or is someone you know, considering enrolling a 
student at Sacred Heart Girls’ College in our 2018 intake?  
 

Whether you already have a student enrolled or you’re new to our 
school community, we invite you to come along to one of our School 
Tours, where prospective students and their families can meet with 
our Principal, Ms Gunn, and Discover the Heart of Sacred Heart.  
 

These tours are filling up fast! Head over to our website to book. 

Interim reports for all students were posted out during Week 8 
of this term. Parents are invited to attend Parent Interviews for 
their daughters. These are to be held on Wednesday 5 April from 
5pm to 7.30pm and Monday 10 April from 3.30pm to 5.30pm  
 
We will be using the School Interview site again 
this year so that parents can make interviews 
on the day and time that is suitable for them.   
 
Interviews can be booked online at www.schoolinterviews.
co.nz. The code for parents is 7ptrm.

Hey Parents! DId you know that the Sacred Heart Girls’ College 
Learning Committee has a homework club called PS (Post School)?  
 

WedNesday afTerNooN from 3.10pm – 4.30pm!  
 

This takes place in room 225, cookies and juice are provided and 
the students that attend go in the draw to win a prize.  The venue 
has computer and wifi access so make sure to encourage your 
daughter to attend and benefit from learning at PS!

On Saturday and Sunday, 25-26 
March, Maria Aubin, Catherine 
Bosch, and I went to Auckland with 
Mrs Brebner for a Vinnies Leadership 
camp. People, who are all passionate 
about Vinnies - from Auckland, 
Wellington, and Hamilton - came 
together as a group to share in team-
building, learning, and reflection 
activities. The focus was ‘Open our 
eyes, Lord’.

Activities such as high ropes took us out of our comfort zone, 
allowing us to try new things, to work as a team playing to our own 
strengths and helping us to understand the dynamics of a team.

We learnt about the founders of Vinnies. To be able to carry on the 
work of the founders, we have to be able to understand where it all 
started. The intention is that we be able to take ideas back and apply 
them to our lives as Vinnies people. We were taught to open our 
eyes to our potential and not limit ourselves. We were encouraged 
to be aware, also, of the needs of others.

It was an enjoyable camp. We all agree that we learnt a lot about 
what it means to be a Vinnie and we look forward to sharing our 
experiences and applying our new knowledge.

A big thank you to Mrs Brebner for making this opportunity 
possible and for giving up her weekend to drive us to Auckland and 
accompany us during the weekend.

maria franicevic
mission Leader

VINNIes LeadersHIp WeeKeNd

remINder: pareNT INTerVIeWs

ps CLUB!

sCHooL VIsITs

sHGC WasTe aUdIT
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This year a group of Year 
9 students are working 
towards collecting 
Science Badges in 
their own lunch times. 
Covering a wide range 
of topics and activities 
the badges provide 
great support for the 
science curriculum and 
also give a range of extension activities to strengthen 
understanding of science concepts and skills.  
 
There will also be opportunities to work towards Science Fair 
challenges during the year. If any other year 9 would like to join the 
club meetings are every Thursday in room 111 with Mrs Hartwell.

Students and parents, please ensure that all 
library books are returned on time, or alternatively, 
take advantage of the two week renewel policy!  
 
The library also provides playing cards, jigsaw puzzles, chess, 
Connect 4 and other games - you are always welcome to use it as 
a place to relax! It is YOUR library! Make good use of it! 

school library Term 1 hours:
monday - friday:   

8am-3.30pm 
 

Closed at interval, open all of lunchtime.  
any changes to the opening hours will be in the daily 

notices.

LIBrary HoUrs 

pictured: Science club students choosing Science Badges for 
their first activity of the year

A massive thank you to three Alumnus who came into the Year 9 
Media class last week to help with green screen and editing.

Alyssa Evans, Niamh Bergin and Sophie Bailey graduated last year 
but came in to help with the assignment - the Year 9s are getting 
ready to make short films with studetns for Marian’s Room 13.  

miss Kymberley Bissett

We are a club for… well… Geeks. 

Every Friday lunchtime, lovers of fine media come together to share 
stories, their passions, hopes and dreams relating to their favourite 
literature, texts and pulp fiction for the masses.  The meetings 
are designed to be entertaining and fulfilling. Every week offers 
something different as we have many tastes to cater for. Whether 
you are a hard core YouTuber, an anime avenger, a magician’s 
apprentice, a comic book consumer, a Whovian, you are just trying 
to catch up on the last series of Supernatural, or are interested 
in something else entirely, you will feel welcomed as one of us.  
 

We offer regular art competitions, we are active on social media, 
we publicise national writing competitions, make posters about 
our fandoms, sometimes have art and craft days, watch youtube 
videos and anime. Last week we even had a look at the NCEA 
questions from last year’s Year 13 English exam to get us to think 
more deeply about these texts that we are so passionate about. It 
is all about meeting new people, and having a lot of fun together. 

Room 224 can be difficult to find, which adds to the adventure. So 
come and find us on Friday. If you can.

And if you can’t, maybe you’d like to check out Ella’s stall at the 
Tamahere Markets. She makes the finest wands in the antipodes, 
and stocks a wide range of wizarding and fairy supplies. 

UpComING daTes To dIary         
 

5 april - Report Evening 

10 april - Report Afternoon 

13 april - Liturgy of the Cross

13 april - end of Term one

1 may - Beginning of Term Two 
              Resurrection Liturgy

5 may - Year 9 Retreat

24 may - Open Day for prospective families

feLLoWsHIp of THe GeeKs aLUmNI VIsITs IN medIa

year 9 sCIeNCe CLUB

NeWs from THe LIBrary
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Congratulations to Kayla Goodwin (16yrs), Krystie Solomon (13yrs) 
and Sophie Young (15yrs) who competed at the New Zealand 
Track and Field Nationals last weekend. We are very proud of their 
achievements in the U18 age group!

NZ U18 TraCK & fIeLd NaTIoNaLs:

Kayla Goodwin
Gold medal - 100m Hurdles (14.37m)

Silver medal - Long Jump (5.65m - PB)
Silver medal - Triple Jump (11.15m)

Bronze medal - 4x100m Relay

Krystie solomon
 Bronze medal - 800m (2.14. 34 - PB)

sophie young
Silver medal - 4x400m Relay

At Sacred Heart Girls’ College we place a priority on the pastoral 
care of all our students, trying to ensure that each young woman 
has the opportunity to maximize learning opportunities.

Occasionally we have parental/caregiver inquiries around 
community resources available if their daughter is experiencing 
some issues which are a barrier to good mental health and to 
ongoing learning.  

Our initial recommendation would be for the parent/caregiver to 
consult the family/whanāu General Practitioner or Medical Centre, 
as those professionals are likely to have access to the student’s 
medical history which could have some bearing on the most 
effective mental health support available. 

a parent/caregiver can also make a referral directly to Nga 
Ringa Awhina, the official organization for the Waikato District 
Health Board, specializing in mental health assessment and service 
community coordination.  Nga ringa awhina is the single point 
of entry for all Waikato district Health Board mental health 
services.  

Nga ringa awhina’s Contact details:
105 Rostrevor Street, Hamilton 3204
PO Box 1047, Waikato Mail Centre, Hamilton 3200
Phone: 07 839 5246 or 0800 99 99 03

Nga Ringa Awhina provides the following services:
•	 Infant, Child, Adolescent & Youth Community Mental 

Health Services (ICAMHS)
•	 Child & Youth Intensive Clinical Support Service
•	 Youth Forensic Specialist Community Service

The ICamHs service is a free, community service for children 
and adolescents up to 18 years old and their families/whanau.  
This service provides assessment and treatment for children and 
adolescents with moderate to severe psychiatric disorders and 
sever and emotional or behavioural problems. 

Urgent Call outside Working Hours:
After hours, weekend and public holidays emergency calls need 
to go to the Crisis Assessment and Treatment Team (CAT Team).  
Phone 0800 50 50 50

If you would like any further information about any of the above 
services please feel free to contact our Guidance Counsellor and 
she would be happy to discuss the services with you (Ph 07 856 
7874 Extn 2809). 

Our new Sports Development Manager Mrs Clarissa Maxwell 
has organised a Sports Nutritionist from High Performance 
Sport New Zealand to do a presentation on Nutrition on 
Monday 3 April at lunchtime for the Premier and 1st X1 teams.  
 
It is also open to anyone else who would like to attend.

sTUdeNT aBseNCes 
For all Student Absentees, including away from school, 
appointments or late to school, please report to the following: 
 
Email: absences@shgcham.school.nz 
Phone: 07 856 7874 ext 2852

Top Left: Krystie Solomon (left) on the podium | Centre: Kayla Goodwin takes flight in Long Jump attempt  
Top right: Krystie Solomon racing away in the 800m | Bottom Left: Kayla Goodwin (right) on the podium | 
Bottom right: Kayla Goodwin lands in the sand pit, medalling and making personal bests.   

WBop CHILdreN’s CHamps:

Brooke Batters (13yrs)
1st - High Jump (1.45m)

2nd - 70m Hurdles (13.25)

Zara Ludbrook (12yrs)
2nd - 200m (28.46)
3rd - 100m (13.80)

Krystie solomon (13yrs)
1st - 200m (26.98)

1st - 400m (58.97) - New Record (which was set 25+ years ago)

sophie young (14yrs)
1st - 400m (1.00.26)

aTHLeTICs IN aCTIoN meNTaL HeaLTH referaLs IN WaIKaTo

sporTs NUTrITIoNIsT sessIoN


