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Year 10 Curriculum Overview

All students in Year 10 follow a programme in these Curriculum Learning Areas:

 • Integrated Social & Religious Studies
 • English
 • Mathematics
 • Physical Education/Health
 • Science

In addition to the above:
Students continue learning their Language of choice from Year 9:

English Language (EL) Ms Morriss

French Mrs Cooper

German Miss Cotton

Te Reo Māori Whaea Kahu

Literacy Extension Ms Murphy

Note: New students must choose a language.

Students choose one of these ‘strands’ from The Arts curriculum:

Practical Art Mrs Matthews

Dance Miss Kallil

Drama Miss Vaile

Music Ms Jamieson

Students choose two of these ‘strands’ from the Technology curriculum:

Design & Visual Communication Mrs Eshuis

Digital & Media Technologies Mrs Reid

Fashion & Design Mrs Eshuis

Food Technology Mrs Maclaurin

Guidelines
Take note of the future requirements set out for each Learning area, outlined in the following pages –  
“Where will this learning lead me in the future?”.

http://www.shgcham.school.nz
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Curriculum Pathway: Year 9 – Level 3

Learning Area Year 9 Year 10 Level 1  Level 2  Level 3

Religious 
Education

Integrated Social & 
Religious Studies

Integrated Social & 
Religious Studies

Religious Education Religious Education Religious Education
Ethics

The Arts Art
Drama
Music
Dance

Practical Art
Drama
Music
Dance

Practical Art
Drama
Music
Photo/Design
Dance

Painting
Drama
Music
Photography
Design

Painting
Drama
Music
Photography
Design

English English English English
Media Studies
English for Literacy

English
Media Studies
English for Literacy

English
Media Studies
English for Literacy

Languages French
German
Te Reo Māori
English Language
Literacy

French
German
Te Reo Māori
English Language
Literacy

French
German
Te Reo Māori
English Language
Spanish

French
German
Te Reo Māori
English Language

French
German
Te Reo Māori
English Language

Mathematics Mathematics Mathematics Mathematics Mathematics
Mathematics  
with Statistics

Mathematics  
with Calculus

Mathematics  
with Statistics

Statistics

Health & Physical 
Education

Health
Physical Education

Health
Physical Education

Health
Physical Education 

Health
Physical Education 

Health
Physical Education

Science Science Science Science Earth & Space 
Science

Biology
Chemistry
Physics

Earth & Space 
Science

Biology
Chemistry
Physics

Social Sciences Social & Religious 
Studies

Social & Religious 
Studies

Accounting
Economics
Employment Skills
Geography
History
Business Studies
Integrated Social 
Sciences

Accounting
Economics
Employment Skills
Geography
History
Child Development  
& Education

Psychology
Tourism

Accounting
Economics
Employment Skills
Geography
History
Child Development  
& Education

Classical Studies
Tourism

Technology Food Technology
Design & Visual 
Communication

Digital Technologies
Media Technologies

Food Technology
Design & Visual 
Communication

Digital & Media 
Technologies

Fashion & Design

Food Technology
Design & Visual 
Communication

Digital Technologies
Fashion & Design

Catering & Hospitality
Design & Visual 
Communication

Digital Technologies
Fashion & Design

Catering & Hospitality
Design & Visual 
Communication

Digital Technologies

All Classes offered are subject to viable class numbers and Teacher availability.

Languages

English Language (Pre-Intermediate)
Entry information

The course is particularly designed for English Language (EL) students. Entry is for those already in EL classes or by 
invitation after discussion with the Teacher in Charge of EL. Students must also be in an English class.

What will I learn?

The Year 10 course is intended to further increase the students’ skills of listening, speaking, reading and writing English. 
Vocabulary will be expanded beyond the First 1000 Word list into the Second 1000 Word list. Students will also be 
helped to prepare for the challenges of NCEA in Year 11 by discovering their learning styles and how best to learn  
as well as methods for learning vocabulary and other literacy skills. The course is topic based including Settling in,  
Special Occasions and Festivals, Fashion, Earning and Spending, and Careers.

Assessment

 • English Language Unit Standards at Level 1-2 may be offered in the 4 skills. Credits may be gained towards NCEA
 • Assignments, regular spelling tests  • End of year exam

Where will this learning lead me in the future?

Students will receive additional help with their English and will be given more opportunities to gain their literacy credits 
in conjunction with their English class. Because the classes are small, they will also be able to receive assistance with 
other subjects and given the skills to prepare them for future tertiary study.

French
What will I learn?

The Year 10 course is intended to extend the students basic, workable knowledge and understanding of both written 
and spoken French, and also a general understanding of aspects of French culture, society and geography. The course 
is topic-based around a number of natural communicative situations, including hobbies, food, clothing, entertainment, 
health, travel and holidays.

Assessment

 • End of topic tests in the four language skills (Listening, Reading, Speaking, Writing)
 • Cultural assignments
 • Regular vocabulary tests

 • Education Perfect
 • End of year exam

Where will this learning lead me in the future?

Within the school – students must study French in Year 10 if they wish to continue with the language in the senior 
school. The course leads to NCEA Levels 1, 2 and 3. In Years 12 or 13 students will have the opportunity of a school 
immersion trip to New Caledonia. In Year 13 they will attend the Senior French Camp with other schools. Students  
can also apply to do an exchange in to French-speaking country in Year 11 or 12 for the following year.

In today’s global community, knowledge of other languages and cultures is essential. A language can lead to jobs  
in areas such as: tourism, export and import industries (business and marketing), science and technology, education 
and journalism.

http://www.shgcham.school.nz
http://www.shgcham.school.nz
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The Arts

Practical Art
What will I learn?

Students will build on the techniques and art-making skills learned in Year 9. They will learn to develop chosen subject 
matter in considerable depth, using a wide variety of techniques, mediums and stylistic approaches.

Units of work may include:

 • Drawing
 • Painting

 • Printmaking
 • Contemporary Māori Art

Assessment

Each unit of work is assessed as it is completed.

Students are assessed on their ability to:

a) Develop practical skills using a variety of tools, techniques and materials.

b) Develop ideas, using artist models as their influence.

c) Communicating and interpreting, describing and evaluating ideas and art making processes to communicate 
meaning.

d) Understanding the visual arts in context – investigate the relationship between production of art works and their 
social context.

Where will this learning lead me in the future?

Year 10 Art prepares students for NCEA Level 1.

In Year 11, students continue to develop their art-making skills. Students may choose either Practical Art or 
Photography/Design. These students will be able to gain 22 credits towards their NCEA Level One. Students can only 
take one of these options but may diversify in Year 12 and take more than one art subject – Painting, Design, and/or 
Photography.

At Year 11, Photography/Design has no prerequisite but Practical Art students benefit from taking Year 10 Art.

At Year 12 and 13, Photography, Design and Painting are offered.

At Year 13 these are all university approved subjects.

The creative, expressive and technical skills developed in this programme will be directly beneficial to students who 
wish to pursue studies and careers in The Arts. Many of our Year 13 students are accepted into a range of Art, Design, 
and Photography courses at tertiary institutions throughout the country. There are a wide range of careers which value 
the skills learnt in these courses.

German
What will I learn?

The Year 10 course is intended to extend the students basic, workable knowledge and understanding of both written 
and spoken German, and also a general understanding of aspects of German culture, society and geography. The  
course is topic-based around a number of natural communicative situations, including free time, entertainment,  
health, holidays and travel.

Assessment

 • End of topic tests in the four language skills (Listening, Reading, Speaking, Writing)
 • Cultural assignments
 • Regular vocabulary tests

 • Education Perfect
 • End of year exam

Where will this learning lead me in the future?

Within the school – students must study German in Year 10 if they wish to continue with the language in the senior 
school. The course leads to NCEA Levels 1, 2 and 3. Students can apply for student exchanges to Germany in Year 12.

In today’s global community, knowledge of other languages and cultures is essential. A language can lead to jobs in 
areas such as: tourism, export and import industries (business and marketing), science and technology, education  
and journalism.

Te Reo Māori
What will I learn?

In the second year of Te Reo Māori, students will cover the following topics:

 • Taku Roopu Ako
 • Taku Kāinga
 • Tōku Tinana

 • Te haere ki te Tāone
 • Ngā Tuhituhi

Assessment

 • End of topic assignments in one or two of the four language skills (Listening, Speaking, Writing and Reading)
 • End of the year exam covering what the students have learnt throughout the year focusing on the four language skills 

(Listening, Speaking, Writing and Reading)
 • Regular vocabulary tests
 • Education Perfect

Where will this learning lead me in the future?

Within the school – students must study Year 10 Māori if they wish to continue with the language in the senior school. 
Otherwise entry will be at the discretion of the TIC Māori. This course leads to NCEA Levels 1, 2, 3. If the student comes 
from a Kura Kaupapa they will start Māori at NCEA Level 1.

Literacy Extension
Literacy is a skill that extends across all subjects. Literacy extension is a course intended for students who require extra 
literacy assistance. The programme concentrates on vocabulary, comprehension and decoding skills.

http://www.shgcham.school.nz
http://www.shgcham.school.nz
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Drama
What will I learn?

You will grow in the following life skills:

 • Self-confidence
 • Presentation
 • Analysis
 • Design

 • Creativity
 • Group Work
 • Language

You will also learn specific dramatic skills:

 • Practical knowledge of Drama (learning the language of Drama and how to use techniques, elements, conventions 
and technologies)

 • To develop ideas in Drama (contributing to the creating of Drama)

 • To communicate using Drama (using techniques, elements and conventions)

 • To Interpret Drama (think about the work of others, understand play texts, view live theatre)

 • To understand Drama in context (exploring other styles of theatre and different dramatic situations)

 • You will do different performances across the year. These may include:
- A group devised piece
- A performance from a script
- A physical theatre performance

Assessment

Each term you will have at least one performance assessment with accompanying written work. In the last term you  
will sit a written exam based on your live theatre experience. For each assessment you will be given a mark  
(Developing, Achieved, Merit, or Excellence) for at least one of the strands:

 • Developing Practical Knowledge in Drama
 • Developing Ideas in Drama

 • Communicating and Interpreting in Drama
 • Understanding Drama in Context

Where will this learning lead me in the future?

The skills learned in the Drama class are life skills. They link in with a large number of career choices, including teaching 
any subject, law, business management, medical profession, media, journalism, tourism, as well as the Performing Arts 
careers. The skills and confidence gained in the Drama class will assist you in other areas of your school curriculum and 
for future leadership roles. Drama can be taken right through the senior levels of study, including Scholarship. Drama  
is a university approved subject and all universities offer continued study in Theatre Studies and Drama.

Dance
What will I learn?

The Dance programme includes a range of creative and responsive aspects in addition to the practical and technical 
components. The emphasis is not just on imitation but also on creation and allowing students to express their own 
ideas, further developing their enthusiasm for the study of dance. They will learn the elements and devices of dance 
to broaden their movement vocabulary and will have the opportunity to explore and develop choreography and 
performance skills through a variety of genres. A range of skills associated with viewing and responding to dance 
performance will also be introduced. Students will work both individually and together, enhancing their confidence  
in themselves and building on their communication and group work skills.

Assessment

Each term students will have at least one Dance assessment. Each assessment will focus on either choreography, 
performance skills or viewing and responding to dance. In the last term they will sit a written exam based on a 
performance they have studied in class. For each assessment they will be given a mark (Developing, Achieved,  
Merit, or Excellence) focusing on at least one of these ‘strands’:

 • Understanding Dance in context: Compare and contrast dances from a variety of past and present cultures  
and contexts.

 • Developing ideas: Manipulate the elements and explore the use of choreographic devices and structures to  
organise dance movement.

 • Developing Practical Knowledge: Develop a variety of skills, dance techniques, vocabularies, and movement 
practices.

 • Communicating and Interpreting: Prepare, rehearse, and perform dance with an awareness of production 
technologies. Reflect on and describe how choreography communicates ideas, feelings, moods, and experiences.

Where will this learning lead me in the future?

Research has shown Dance empowers students and brings improvement to personal and psychological well-being. 
Dance will develop confidence in the individual which will support them across their full curriculum. Students learn to 
trust their ideas and themselves. It teaches students to work as part of a group as well as building skills to direct a group 
through certain processes. These skills are vital not only in a school situation, but when students are at university or 
working in their chosen vocation. Through Dance, students work with many abstract ideas and are guided to be able to 
express such ideas in a physical form. If a student develops these skills early and builds upon them in their future years, 
they develop an innate ability to become problem solvers and see situations from a different perspective. Dance can be 
taken right through the senior levels of study, including Scholarship. Dance is a university approved subject and many 
universities offer continued study.

http://www.shgcham.school.nz
http://www.shgcham.school.nz
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Technology

Design & Visual Communication

What will I learn?
In Design and Visual Communication you will learn about the importance of being able to visually communicate design 
thinking. Learning specific drawing methods, understanding and applying presentation techniques while working 
through the Technology design process.

Assessment

Technology components and visual communication techniques will be assessed across specific design contexts.

Where will this learning lead me in the future?

Design and Visual Communication provides multiple opportunities for future study, including Level 1, 2 and 3 NCEA.

 • Landscape Architecture
 • Landscaping
 • Industrial Design
 • Engineering

 • Architecture
 • Product Design
 • Architectural Drafting

Digital & Media Technologies
What will I learn?

You will build on the Digital Technologies and Digital Media courses covered in Year 9. A variety of interesting topics are 
offered which enable you to develop essential skills that are useful in a variety of careers.

You will also be introduced to specialist topics such as design, media, software development and production which 
will give you the pathways into senior subjects. This includes learning to effectively use programs such as the Adobe 
Creative Cloud suite as a promotional tool on a variety of media platforms, learning to program robots to walk and talk, 
and learning the principles of design and human/computer interaction.

Assessment

Assessments are based on the Digital Technology Progress Outcomes and Technology Achievement Objectives and  
on the specific skills learnt throughout the duration of the course.

Where will this learning lead me in the future?

Digital Technologies provides the opportunity to develop logic, communication, problem solving and general computing 
skills. It will provide a good base for work or subjects requiring digital skills and knowledge in specialist areas such as 
computer science, programming, design, information technology, media and production.

Some specialist Digital and Media Technology future pathways could include:

 • Software Development and Engineering
 • Support and Business Analysis
 • System Analysis and Administration
 • Cyber Security
 • Project Management and Coordination
 • UI/UX Designer

 • Web Design and Development
 • Virtual Reality/Game Development
 • Animation
 • Product Promotion
 • Hardware and Network Management
 • App Designer/Developer

Music
What will I learn in Music?

Music studies help develop language and reasoning, imagination and intellectual curiosity. Instrumental tuition teaches 
self discipline. The new economy has created more artistic careers and Music study helps prepare students to work 
collaboratively and creatively in the 21st workforce. You will grow in self awareness and self confidence and learn 
to take risks in a safe environment. You will be encouraged to pursue your avenues of strength in Composition and 
Performance but will also be offered the opportunity to broaden your musical horizons by participating in school Music 
ensembles, taking advantage of lessons in the Itinerant Music Scheme, strengthening interpersonal skills through group 
performance and exploring different vehicles for Composition. Theoretical skills are encouraged with the opportunity  
to sit external Grade examinations for these.

Performance: Students are offered opportunities to perform both individually and as soloists throughout the year  
e.g. Smoke Free Rock Quest, High Achievers, Year 10 Concert Evening. Students with advanced skills may be offered  
the opportunity to sit NCEA Performance Achievement Standards.

Tuition: It is expected that all students are having lessons on their chosen instrument (voice is an instrument) either 
privately or through the itinerant scheme at school.

Composition: Students have the opportunity to work collaboratively or individually on composition projects throughout 
the year, including songwriting, electronic/computer based work or instrumental pieces. Students are encouraged to 
enter competitions such as ‘Hook, Line & Sing-a-long”, “Play It Strange” & “Caritas: Song For Justice”.

Materials of Music: Students will investigate and learn to recognise Music elements and conventions in both Classical 
and Contemporary Music. Students will study and analyse a prescribed set work and it’s score.

Assessment

 • Group/Solo Performance
 • Composition (2)
 • Music Works in Context

 • Theory and Score Reading
 • Sound Technology

Future opportunities

We offer Music to Level 3. Year 10 Music provides a platform for any student wishing to study Senior Music at NCEA 
Levels 1-3.

Career pathways in Music are wide, varied and endless – some include:

 • Performance: Classical, Contemporary, Liturgical
 • Composition: Song writing/Film/Technology/Gaming Music
 • Recording/Producing/Engineering
 • Education/Tutoring
 • Music Health/Therapy
 • Music business/Touring/Promotion/Agent

http://www.shgcham.school.nz
http://www.shgcham.school.nz
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Fashion & Design
What will I learn?

Through this course students will have the opportunity to familiarise themselves with the basics of fashion design. Using 
various stages of the Technology process students will delve into and upskill in communicating design, fabric selection, 
textile design and specific practical skills required to produce successful outcomes.

Assessment

Throughout the course, students will be working towards achievement at Level 5 of the Technology curriculum.

The curriculum provides many opportunities to test and trial materials and skills, along with how to successfully 
communicate design ideas.

Where will this learning lead me in the future?

 • Fashion Design
 • Freelancing
 • Teaching
 • Textile Design
 • Costume Design

 • Tertiary
 • Product Design
 • Interior Design
 • Tutor
 • Jewellery/Accessory Design

Food Technology
What will I learn?

 • How to develop new food products for clients other than yourself from a brief and specifications to an end product.

 • The properties of different foods and how they can be used, e.g. meat, dairy, fruit, vegetables and grain products.

 • Development of a wide range of practical skills to provide a base for future study or life skills.

 • Projects include the development of a beef burger, healthy lunch for a teenage girl, cake making and decorating.

Assessment

Each unit will be assessed with a project to summarise the learning outcomes. You will also carry out some practical 
work as formal assessment where the emphasis is on technique and presentation. You will be assessed on the three 
strands of Technology Curriculum, working towards Level 5.

Where will this learning lead me in the future?

It will give you a good base from which to tackle Year 11 Food Technology, a course which incorporates aspects  
of Technology and Catering and Hospitality.

From there you will be able to continue to study and train for careers such as:

 • Chef
 • Barista
 • Bar Manager
 • Dietician

 • Events Manager
 • Food Design and Development
 • Biotechnologist
 • Cafe Owner

http://www.shgcham.school.nz
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