
May 14 – COVID-19 update 
 
 
 
 
 
Kia ora e te Whānau  
 
Ko te tūmanako i pai koutou i te rā – I hope you all had a good day. 
 
Alert Level 2 at Sacred Heart Girls’ College 
 
I am sure you are pleased to be heading in the direction of some normality now we are officially in Alert 
Level 2 – Play it safe! We are very much looking forward to welcoming our wāhine next week, albeit to a 
somewhat still controlled environment. We expect all students to be in full formal (Winter) uniform. 
 
Although schools are not considered as mass gatherings, we will be taking precautions as though we are, 
within reason, and what is practical and possible in a school environment. Our focus is to minimise the 
risk of infection and maximise our ability to contact trace effectively. 
 
Our school has undergone a substantial clean, much like the ones we do in the holidays. All areas have 
been thoroughly cleaned, including corridors, classrooms, communal spaces, bathrooms and kitchens. 
This extends to administration and office spaces.  
We have a contact tracing system, both electronic and paper, for students, visitors, staff and contractors. 
 
Thursday May 14 and Friday May 15: our Distance Learning – Ako Tuihono continues.  
 
Monday May 18: teachers will post final instructions for their classes as we prepare to return to school.  
 
Tuesday May 19 to Friday May 22: all students return to school and focus on our Nau mai – Welcome 
Home Plan. At the normal time, students should arrive at school and go directly to their CCM room. Their 
CCM Companion will be waiting to greet them. There will be an extended time with CCM and Ako, during 
which we will have a Liturgy, in groups, led by students and myself. There will be extensive learning 
conversations and wellbeing checks with all students. This is a vital part of our mission-led healing, hope 
and growth! Each day has two lessons to enable subject teachers to meet with each of their students for 
a review of their learning, progress and achievement.  
 
Some specific actions we will take to keep students and staff safe include: 

• In addition to hand sanitiser in communal areas and bathrooms, it will also be in every classroom.  
• Soap in bathrooms will be checked. Notices will be displayed asking students to report 

dispensers that need to be refilled. 
• We will continue to emphasise hand hygiene and coughs and sneezing protocols 
• Additional signage around school entrances promoting safe practices  
• Students will be ‘zoned’ to reduce numbers in communal spaces at break times. 
• Corridors will be managed by teachers at the changeover of classes. Our plan next week reduces 

the number of times students change classes which reduces contact. This will be reviewed daily. 
• Physical distancing will be encouraged wherever possible. Schools are not considered public 

spaces and mass gathering rules do not apply. However, we will reduce the amount of times we 
gather in large groups and physical distancing will be in place if we do. There will be no full 
school events until further notice. 

 
The guidance from the Ministry of Education makes it clear that schools are only required to be cleaned 
once a day; there is no need to clean surfaces and high touch areas more than that so long as hand 
hygiene is followed because this is the most effective precaution. This was the advice prior to the rāhui 
and it remains the advice at Alert Level 2. 



Further strategies for safety: 

• Students MUST bring their own laptop to school. That includes the school laptop they may have 
borrowed for the Ako Tuihono, or the Ministry issued one (if it has arrived!). This is essential 
because we will not be using computer labs, as a precautionary measure, and we have 
exhausted our supply of laptops. Mobile phones are not appropriate.  

• Teachers will avoid using text books, sharing items such as calculators and stationery. Students 
are encouraged to avoid handling other people’s belongings too, especially laptops or phones.  

• Lockers will be out of use for all students to minimise difficult to track contact, sharing facilities 
and congestion. We will allow access for those students who were absent before the rāhui. 

• After school clubs will be on hold and we are waiting for further advice regarding sport. 
 

As I mentioned in my previous communication, it is essential that parents also do their part by keeping 
your daughter at home if she is unwell. If your daughter becomes unwell during the day, we will contact 
you to collect her or allow her to go home. In an emergency, we will follow our usual procedures. We 
have closed sick bay, which means if a student cannot be in class, they must go home. 

For senior students next week, where they have a study, they are permitted, with parent approval, to 
study at home. If that is not possible, please contact your daughter’s CCM Companion to let us know. 

We continue to hear wonderful stories of our students who have flourished and thrived in the online 
environment and as I have said previously, we want to hear from our parents about the enablers, barriers 
and what ifs. Your observations will be extremely valuable as we capture the essence of the highlights, 
lowlights and the in-betweens. 

As our teachers prepare to take another plunge into another environment, albeit more familiar, after a 
time of isolation, quiet reflection and restriction, they also bring to the table their pains, gains and 
releases, I would like to take this opportunity to thank them for their commitment to the ongoing education 
and formation of our wāhine toa. We are very grateful for the support of our families, whānau and the 
wider community. No doubt the local economy will start to boom as our students and staff return. 

Finally, there are some things in life that can only come from God, not Kmart: ‘I have come so that they 
may have life: life in abundance’. As our bubbles burst with joy may it fill your heart with hope. 

Ngā manaakitanga 

 
 
 

Catherine Gunn   
Principal 


