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Open Day and school tours have opened the door to almost 200
prospective new students and their families, who either came
to view our learning community at the Open Day, or have taken
the opportunity to book a ‘Meet the Principal School Tour’. Once
again, we heard much positive feedback about our students
who served as tour guides; they are wonderful ambassadors for
Sacred Heart Girls’ College. Friendly, respectful and informative
has been the theme of the feedback. If you are reading this and
you have a daughter due to transition, please check our website
for further Meet the Principal School Tours. Our enrolments are
now officially open. Contact : the school for a prospectus, or
download forms from our :website. Our Facebook Page also
has regular updates and reminders. ‘Like’ us for updates and
news and insight of our school and our students’ learning.
Winter has announced its arrival and that means Winter
Uniform should be worn. Parents please support the College by
ensuring your daughter meets our high standards in regards to
correct uniform at all times. School scarves are available from
the uniform suppliers and only the school scarf can be worn
with our uniform. Of course, the same high standards of dress
and appearance extends to our sports uniforms and given that
winter sport has started, please help us to maintain standards
in this area too.

ISSUE 8
May 2017

AGE QUOD AGIS

in mindset, practice and structures that require a new way of
thinking, teaching and operational systems. The model is clearing
one of collaboration that extends beyond teachers in schools. This
requires innovation, change and disruption across the education
sector and, consequently, within and across our schools. All of
this change is to improve learning and educational outcomes for
all our students. What we know about this generation and how
they learn forces us to look at what we teach and how we teach
it. Physical spaces, therefore, are designed to support, enhance
and serve student learning. This is a very exciting time to be
in education: ‘Blue Skies’ thinking, ‘What if?’ questions, ‘Why
This and not That?’ discussions. Parents have the opportunity
to contribute through the VisionTwenty21 process, led by the
Board of trustees. We are nearly two centuries removed from the
industrial model of education, with technology in our pockets
that has changed the game (not just the rules!). It may be a
bumpy ride, but the legacy we leave for the next generation is
worth it.
As I write this newsletter, the tragedy in Manchester started
to unfold. Families, friends and school communities have been
devastated by such an act of horror and cruelty; the complexities
of which are difficult to understand. However, we are a people
of Hope and whilst we live in challenging times, these are
opportunities for us to be more grateful, more forgiving and
more dignified in our relationships with each other. As the role
models of behavior, it is so easy to diminish another person’s
dignity, when we lose control of our own. The SHGC community
often hears reminders to leave everyone’s dignity intact after
every interaction we have.
‘Me aro koe ki te ha O Hineahuone - take heed the power and
dignity of women’.
Nga mihi

As a follow-up to news of our Kāhui Ako/Community of
Learning: we have now submitted our high-level proposal plan
to the Ministry and we await their endorsement. Once we have
the ‘green light’ the community will be able to start appointing
leaders across community schools to build capacity around
our strategic focus areas: culturally responsive pedagogy,
teacher efficacy and transition/hauora. There is a great deal
of literature available about communities of learning on the
ministry websites, however, in a nutshell, there is a major shift
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News from the BOT CHAIR
Kia Ora, Kia Orana, Malo e lelei, Talofa Lava and
greetings to all readers
Where are we at with
the 2021 visioning
process?
The strategy and governance
committee (board subcommittee) met last week.
We are ready to engage an
external facilitator to run the
final stage of information
gathering via out of hours
workshops.
The members of the school community that ticked ‘yes’ to further
involvement in the visioning process will be invited to these
workshops. Ideally the board is aiming for the visioning process to
be completed by the end of this term.
If there are parents that did not complete the survey but would like
to be invited and involved in the workshop then please contact the
board secretary, Vivienne Leddy at vleddy@shgcham.school.nz
Thank you to Vicki Fabling
Dave Grace (chair of the Mission trust) advised the Board of
Vicki Fablings resignation as a proprietor’s representative. Vicki
commenced on the Board as a proprietor’s representative in
June 2011. Vicki has held the deputy vice-chairperson position,
was instrumental in the updating of the numerous board and
operational policies, formalising the sponsorship processes
and more recently driving the employment of the two sports
development roles. Despite her daughter leaving in December
2014, Vicki has remained committed to the school and its success.
We will miss her energy and enthusiasm and wish her all the best.
Who is on the board of trustees as Sacred Heart Girls’
College?
The Sacred Heart Girls’ College is a Catholic State integrated
school and we have three main distinguishing features from that of
a non-integrated state school. These are:
•

Catholic state-integrated schools are embedded in the Church
and their Catholic character determines student enrolment
and staffing requirements and their Catholic curriculum

•

The proprietor, Trust Board (Mission Trust), has ownership
of the school’s land and buildings. Responsibility for their
maintenance and the resulting health & safety obligations is
shared by the school’s Board of Trustees and the Proprietor.

•

Each school is governed by its Board of Trustees. The
Proprietor has the right to appoint up to four members of the
Board.

Trustee

Representative

Tim Gisler

Proprietor

Rawiri Toia

Proprietor

Alva Tohavaka-Staples

Proprietor

Anne Griffin

Proprietor

Brent Hunt

Parent

Monique Reymer

Parent

Campbell Ludbrook

Parent (deputy chairperson)

Yvonne Vosper

Parent

Shelley Wilson

Parent

Hayley McConnell

Parent (chairperson)

Angelique TuiSamoa

Student

Adele Matthews

Staff

Catherine Gunn

Principal (ex-officio)

If you need to contact any of the trustees you can find their contact
information on the school website.
God bless

Hayley McConnell
Chairperson – Board of Trustees

Reminder: Mid YEAR REPORTS
As stated in the last newsletter we intend to email reports home
from now on. Junior reports are to be emailed to caregivers by
the end of Week 7 (16 June) while senior reports will be emailed
by the end of term (7 July). To ensure that the reports get to the
intended reader it is important that we have your correct email.
Thanks to those who have already updated their contact details
and any further updates can be made by contacting Reception.

#PINKSHIRTDAY - STOP bullying!
On Friday, we took part in a national initiative Pink Shirt Day which
calls for us to “Speak Up and Stand Together to Stop Bullying”.
Staff and students wore pink and took part in various activities to
highlight the issue, looking at strategies to prevent bullying and
ways to support people. Thank you to Wellbeing leader Emily Bailey,
Mission Leader Maria Franicevic and Mrs Brebner for organising!

The school’s trustees are:
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LIFE AFTER SHGC with Juanita raman
Juanita Raman finished up her studies at Sacred Heart last year,
serving as Special Character leader. She tells us about her new life
as a student at the University of Waikat0.
What course you are enrolled in
and what you hope to use that
course to be or do?
I am currently enrolled in a
Bachelor of Science majoring
in Biology and Psychology. This
semester, I’m taking four papers:
Biology, Psychology, Chemistry
and Spanish, which is my elective. I hope to use my degree as a
stepping stone to work as either a Neuropsychologist, or in the field
of Neuroscience.
What makes you, as an alumnus of Sacred Heart, different from
other students at Uni from other schools?
What makes me,different from the other students at Uni is that I will
always have the values that I learned, the fond memories and the
lifelong friendships that I made at Sacred Heart and that ‘Special
Character’ to get me through the trials and successes not only of
Uni, but also life. I know that whenever I need a pep talk or a fruit
burst, I can always come back to SHGC for one (but preferably both)
of the two. Even though I no longer have to wear my red blazer or tie
my hair up every weekday from 9-3, Sacred Heart is still very much
part of who I am. For as a wise poet once said, “you can change your
hair and you can change your clothes... but you’ll always find your
way back home.”
What challenges, failures and success have you faced so far?
Despite the fact that I chose to travel on a path that is closer to home,
it hasn’t always been smooth sailing. It was extremely daunting
having to leave a place where I was very comfortable and start all
over again. The fact that the majority of my friends had moved to
Auckland Uni, Otago and Massey made things even scarier. However,
after spending a fair bit of the semester finding the courage to meet
new people, figuring out how to take notes (to laptop, or not to
laptop?) and learning about the ins and outs of APA referencing, I
feel like I have finally gotten into the swing of things and found my
place at the University of Waikato.
What piece of advice could you give to someone unsure about
going to Uni or not?
If you’re anything like I was in year 13 and have no idea on what you
want to do after graduation, my one big piece of advice would be
to find your strengths and passions, and then plan your future with
those in mind. It may take time, but you will get there. If you know
that you want to further your education and have a vague idea on
the area that you want to study, then do what I did and pick papers
that you know you will love and do well in. However, if you feel like
you need more time to decide,that is completely okay too. At the
end of the day, it’s your future. You know who you are, what you want
to do and who you want to become. So have faith in yourself! If I can
survive life after Sacred Heart, so can you.
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DUKE OF ED: GOLD EDITION
It was fair enough that we didn’t think we had much to learn, having
already completed training for Bronze and Silver Duke of Ed, but
we were proven wrong by an intense week of training for our third
and final challenge, Duke of Ed gold. Beginning with a Monday
afternoon training session including safety, planning, compass
work and much more, broken up by a quick and delicious pizza
dinner, our prior training was pushed to the limits as we expanded
on what we had learnt in previous years.
Having prepared lessons
in small groups, we were
all very excited setting off
early on a Friday morning
to complete our training.
Even the drizzly weather
couldn’t dampen our mood
as we traversed tracks that
seemed more like small
streams, hid objects in the bush to hunt down later, followed
our route plans and learnt about native plants and animals,
Unfortunately, the rain did put a damper on the fire building, but
we still had a good time at the campsite building bivvys, enjoying a
visit from a local possum and setting up our tents.
Bright and early the next day we started
with a journey through the cave, seeing
native weta much to some people’s disgust
and getting our feet well and truly wet and
muddy, as if we hadn’t done so enough
the day before! We then practised river
crossings and even bush-bashed off track
for a few hundred metres, truly putting our
compass technique into practice. I think it
was a highlight for many people, working as
a team to get each group out of the thick
bush into the absolutely perfect spot, using
only a compass and a map as a guide.
We certainly all learnt to trust our
equipment and each other, and it was very
rewarding to be so accurate, especially
since it meant we got back on the track and
made it to the campsite in time for lunch! By lunchtime on the
Saturday, it was beginning to dawn on us that this was likely the
last time we would spend together as a group.
Over the years we have grown so close as a group, in the way that
only people who face huge mental and physical challenges together
can. We will also miss the wisdom and insight from the teachers,
Mrs Cooper, Ms Wolff and Miss Mac who have guided us through
every part of our journey so far. We have already learnt so much
and thanks to the teachers, the award programme and to each other
we now all feel ready to go and explore the world on our own, and
we are very excited for our practice and qualifying tramps, not to
mention all the adventures that the future holds for us!
Pieta Bouma & Emma Keal
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UPCOMING DATES TO DIARY

A REPORT FROM OUR PASIFIKA LEADER

1 - 5 June - Sheilah Winn Competition
6 June - Queen’s Birthday
12 June - Waikato Barbershop Competition
13 June - Maori and Pasifika Hui
16 June - Staff Only Day
23 June - Sacred Heart Day
7 July - Last day of Term

Haka waiata Competition
Congratulations to Lisieux house who won this year’s Haka
Waiata competition. A special mention to Mrs Jo Fanning for the
magnificent korowai house leader Georgia Fitzwater wore.
Mrs Fanning kept all the ribbons from Sacred Heart Day 2016.
Georgia and deputy house leader Greer Finnegan then came up
with the idea of recycling them into a korowai. Each CCM was given
a bag of ribbons and each girl in Lisieux wrote their name and a
prayer on their ribbon. Thoughtful and beautiful!

MINISTRY of Vulnerable Children

SCHOOL CROSS COUNTRY
Entries have now closed for the school cross country/jog-a-thon,
which will be run by the Y10 Advanced PE class. If your daughter has
signed up and you have completed the necessary permission form,
please note the following:
Date: Wednesday 31 May 2017
Time: 8.45am - 12.00 noon
Venue: Waikato University sports fields
(meet at pavilion near tennis courts)
Transport: Students will be required to make their own way to the
venue (parent/whanau responsibility).
Students/staff will then walk back to school together as a group.
Roll Check: On arrival at venue / Prior to leaving the venue
Cancellation: It is unlikely we will cancel this event. In the event
of inclement weather, a cancellation notice will be posted on our
school website
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PS CLUB!
Hey Parents! DId you know that the Sacred Heart Girls’ College
Learning Committee has a homework club called PS (Post School)?

Wednesday Afternoon from 3.10pm – 4.30pm!
This takes place in room 225, cookies and juice are provided and
the students that attend go in the draw to win a prize. The venue
has computer and wifi access so make sure to encourage your
daughter to attend and benefit from learning at PS!

STUDENT ABSENCES
For all Student Absentees, including away from school,
appointments or late to school, please report to the following:
Email: absences@shgcham.school.nz
Phone: 07 856 7874 ext 2852
Set your heart on
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