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AGE QUOD AGIS

Tena koutou katoa
Nga mihi nui ki a koutou
While the kawa of COVID has challenged us all, it has also made us
see how agile, innovative and responsive we can be. Capitalising on
the benefits and gains of this time, will move us closer to our vision
and mission: to confront the inequities and inadequacies of our
educational systems that COVID has exposed, not created. If we don’t,
who will?

Tihei Mauri ora – kia tau te rangimārie!
Kia ora e te Whānau
He tāngata, he tāngata, he tāngata.
What is the most important thing in the world?
It is people, it is people, it is people.
As I write this piece for our newsletter, we are Day 2 of our
Nau Mai – Welcome Home transition plan. We opened our
doors, and the vast majority of our students, with the support
of their family, returned to our place of community, care and
connection.
Every school in the country has responded differently to
this transition period. In our case, we have prioritised our
people and made decisions that build on the strengths of our
community: our vision, virtues and relationships – ignite the
passion, inspiring young women to change the world – me aro
ki te hā o Hineahuone!
This week, our students have made courageous decisions to
be here and that sends us a strong message: our young women
are living up to the vision we have for them – take heed the
strength and dignity of women. When we cultivate a place of
Whakapono, Tūmanako and Tika – Faith, Hope and Justice –
we can expect our young women to step up, show up and start
up...that’s what’s happening and I am proud of your daughters!
Throughout the rāhui, learning was never cancelled and we do
not underestimate the ‘hidden’ learning that took place over
the last 7 weeks at home: in addition to everything it takes
to strengthen a whānau community, our students have also
demonstrated their creativity, collaboration, communication
and critical thinking; we have seen contemplation through
mindfulness, curiosity and courage and we continue to hear
stories of leadership, ethics and resilience that reflect our
Mission-led kaupapa. All of this is underpinned by a growth
mindset and an understanding of effective learning processes
and the appropriate tools of technology. Parents may have
noticed greater empathy, patience, planning and problem
solving and even greater comfort with uncertainty, failure and
refining of ideas.

We do not underestimate the impact that alert levels 3 and 4 have
had on our families. We know that some of you have really struggled
through this time and we know there will be families who will continue
to struggle, who we don’t know about, because not all wounds
are easy to see. We also know that in times of family adversity, the
extended family stands up and steps up into recovery mode to support
the family. We consider ourselves ‘extended whānau’, especially now,
as we all move towards healing. Out of resilient communities and
families, resilient youngsters emerge. We are here to support.
As teachers, this is our strength, to awhi our wāhine to restore and
stand in their mana, as we stand in ours. As we hold to our ‘rocks’
of virtue, guided by the principles of manaakitanga, whanaungatanga
and whakamana: we care, we connect, we enable.
Although restrictions have been relaxed, it is likely that the impact of
this pandemic will be felt for longer and more intensely for those who
find themselves in difficult circumstances. Whilst there is immense
pressure to fast track recovery, our Nau mai – welcome home plan
has been a deliberate strategy to ensure the complex needs of our
students are prioritised so that they can get back to the rigour of
academics, sport and other activities. What we do now will give us
confidence that students will thrive later.
Finally, as we continue to re-set and re-imagine how we ‘do’ school,
I came across this reflection:
The adventure of life is to learn. The purpose of life is to grow. The
nature of life is to change. The challenge of life is to overcome. The
essence of life is to care. The opportunity of life is to serve. The secret
of life is to dare. The beauty of life is to give.
Good to know that Jesus said: “I have come that they may have life...
life in abundance” (John 10:10)
Kia pai te rā okioki...have a good weekend.

Our Vision
Ignite the Passion: inspiring young women to change the world – me aro ki te hā o Hineahuone!
We live the virtues of Faith, Hope and Justice.
Our charism is expressed through Communion, Contemplation, Mission.
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SENIOR COUNCIL LEADERSHIP
Hello! My name is Alisha Jacob and it is my honour to be
Head Girl for 2020.
This year has been quite an unforgettable one already.
Amidst COVID-19, the true spirit of our Sacred Heart family
shone through. In our homes, we continued to epitomise
our school’s vision, “Ignite the passion and inspire young
women to change the world”, and indeed we have. We
showed resilience in our learning, determination to adapt
and hope for the future. I am so proud to be a representative
of this extraordinary group of girls who all have the capability to set out and become
change-makers. My mission in my role this year is to enhance our culture of care,
especially after being apart from each other during lockdown. I am blessed to be
working with an ambitious Student Council this year who are dedicated to serving
and caring for our students, as we continue to do with our student dedicated
Instagram page. We have faced our first adversity and have come out soaring.
I can’t wait to see what the rest of the year holds.
I am Sacred Heart, You are Sacred Heart, We are Sacred Heart!!!

ENROLMENTS ARE OPEN FOR 2021
Enrol online now shgcham.school.nz
Register your interest here to tour our
College and meet our Principal, students
and staff so we can get in touch when
arrangements can be made.

INTERNATIONAL NEWS

HERstory

Near the end of Term One our girls
used their sewing and teamwork
skills to create reusable shopping
bags for St Vincent de Paul (Vinnies)
to sell in their stores. It was an
enjoyable and very productive
exercise!

The HERstory Facebook page is running
a series of 'Support Local, Shop Local'
posts because we want to help our Sacred
Heart community bounce back after
the lockdown. If you're a past student
or staff member who owns a business,
creates and sells art, food or anything
else that we can purchase, then please
send your name, business details and
dates you were at the College to Kirsten
at herstory@shgcham.school.nz and she
will feature you in the coming weeks.

We farewelled some of our short
term Japanese students a little
earlier than expected and also waved
goodbye to Tiplada who went home
to Thailand after spending a year at
our School. We have 23 international
students with us at the moment.
We would like to thank our homestay
families for their wonderful care and
support of our students over the
past seven weeks.
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UPCOMING DATES
25 May Board of Trustees Meeting
1 June Queens Birthday Observed
3 July Last day of Term 2
Set your heart on
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DUKE OF ED SILVER PRACTICE TRAMP
What a lucky group we were to complete the 44 km, 3 day Silver DOE practice tramp just
before all schools closed! Nothing like getting out tramping in lovely Autumn weather
in a beautiful area, a boat ride, swims, camping by Lakes Tarawera and Okataina,
spotting wallabies and having some quality time together. Well
done Lucie Scarle, Aimee Drury, Neve McGregor,
Kitty McInerney, Gemma Hall and
Alana Oliver.

LIBRARY
We encourage students to bring back their overdue library books as soon as possible so we can process them
appropriately before returning them to the shelves. Students can also come to the library to renew overdue
books if they are still reading them. We now have a 'Click & Collect' option if students want to issue new books
this way – all the details are on the Student Hub on Google Classroom. They can also issue books before
and after school and during Break 3.

PARKING REMINDER
Parents are asked not to park illegally on the broken yellow lines outside our entrance on Firth
St after school. This creates a danger for our students crossing the road to catch school buses.
The Cook St entrance is a preferable alternative as it has public parking.

Sponsors
of our High
Performance
Sport Programme

COVID-19 – VISITORS TO SCHOOL
Please be aware that any visitors to our school MUST sign in at the Notre Dame Centre
reception. This includes any parents coming onto our school grounds.

STUDENT ABSENCES
A reminder that all Student Absences, including time away from school for
appointments or being late to school needs to be reported either by email:
absences@shgcham.school.nz or by phone 07 856 7874 ext 2852.

SUMMER SPORTS 2019-2020
Our Summer Sports Awards were held online this year due to lockdown.
Take a look at the awards (https://shgcham.recollect.co.nz/nodes/view/3281)
on our HERstory page.
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Find out more about sponsorship opportunities.
Contact: Mark McAlley, Director of Sport
Development. T 07 856 7874 ext 2837
or E mmcalley@shgcham.school.nz

