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2020 has been a year like no other, 
we think everyone can agree. 
Although we have missed out on 
many opportunities, we would like to 
focus on the opportunities we have 
been given. As your Arts Leaders, 
we worked together to put together 
a jam-packed Arts week … although 
at the time of writing this it hasn’t 
actually happened yet, rest assured 
we have some great things lined 
up. We have performances from a 
number of people, a character dress 
up day (for old times sake), karaoke/
lip-sync and many more exciting 
things in the pipeline. While Covid-19 
has impacted on a lot of our plans 
we were happy to have been given 
a whole week dedicated to the Arts. 
As well as this we also have many 
amazing groups that have continued to 
rehearse behind the scenes, preparing 
to showcase their talents. We haven’t 

been given as many opportunities to 
perform this year but these groups 
have still shown the same dedication 
and commitment.

We guarantee that next year will be an 
amazing year for all the Arts Groups 
because of all the hard work they have 
done this year, despite restrictions. On 
the brighter side, we are both trying to 
do the best of our ability (Age Quod 
Agis!) and make the most of the rest 
of this year by promoting the Arts 
as much as possible, especially so 
that future students are able to see 

the vibrant arts community we have. 
Sacred Heart’s vision statement is to 
'ignite the passion and to inspire young 
women to change the world' and we 
believe that with all the talent we 
possess here at Sacred Heart through 
the various forms of Art we have on 
offer, we are undoubtedly fulfilling this 
statement.

For the student or students who take 
on this amazing opportunity next year, 
good luck!

Krystel Morante and Simone Peers

Arts L eaders

Kia ora! My name is Alice and it has 
been a privilege to be one of the 
International Student Leaders for 
2020. As an international student, 
I understand how hard it is to learn 
English and to live in other countries. 
I applied for this role because I didn’t 
want others to go through the hard 
times that I have gone through. I 
wished to be everyone’s friend who 
they could talk to and ask for help 
whenever needed.

It was so nice to be able to help 
students throughout the year and it 
was great to get to know everyone 
personally. I enjoyed the time spent 
together on trips, camps, and even at 

school. I could also learn from other 
international students by seeing their 
hard work and positivity.

I never considered myself to be worthy 
of leadership. However, through taking 
on this role, I found leadership qualities 
and confidence within myself. I hope 
our students find their self-confidence 
the way I have found mine.

Yukyung (Alice) Lee

Nĭ hăo 你好 My name is Ruihan 
Yu and I come from China. I never 
thought that I would be in this role - a 
Chinese girl who was too scared to 
say a word in English. Three years go 

by, and surprise surprise, I am one of 
the International Student Leaders for 
2020.

2020 has been an extremely weird 
year for everyone. Fortunately, most 
of our girls made it to New Zealand 
before the border restrictions came 
in. One of my tasks was to find 
friends (buddies) for new international 
students. Most importantly, my 
role was to make all our girls feel 
comfortable and make them feel at 
home, as most are far away from 
their parents and home. I can totally 
understand their feelings because I 
was like that when I arrived.

This year, Covid-19 didn’t stop us from 
having fun (in a safe way). We went to 
an adventure camp, we shared lunch 
together and we made a video for the 
whole school.

Both Yukyung and I would like to 
say thank you to Ms. Collette, Ms. 
Steph and Ms. Monica for helping and 
supporting us throughout the year. 
Also, all the international students, we 
had the best year with you and I love 
you all!

Ruihan Yu

International L eaders

“I believe there is only 
one race - the human 
race.” Rosa Parks
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What an eventful year it has been! 
Some of our short-term students 
went home just before the March 
lockdown, and we ended the year with 
21 students. We were exceptionally 
pleased with the 95% pass rate 
achieved in last year’s examinations 
with some very impressive individual 
results.

As well as performing well 
academically, international students 
were actively involved in our school, 
sports and cultural activities. They 
enjoyed a day trip to Spellbound 
Glowworm Caves and the Otorohanga 
Kiwi House. The highlight of the year 
was a three-day camp at Pirongia 
Forest Park Lodge.

When students bravely leave their 
overseas homes and schools to 
live and study with us, we have an 
opportunity, even in a short time, to 
“make a difference” in their young 
lives. Thank you for travelling so far 
and choosing Sacred Heart as your 
study destination. You have taught us 
many things:

•  Perseverance while learning every 
subject in English,

•  Patience as we attempt to pronounce 
your names correctly,

•  Determination as you strive and 
study to achieve the very best results 
and

•  Resilience as you adapt to our “Kiwi” 
food, culture and way of life.

We know our girls will go home with 
very special memories of their host 
families, being a student at Sacred 
Heart and experiencing being a “Kiwi”.

To all those who have encouraged, 
supported and welcomed our 
international students, a heartfelt 
thank you!

International

INT
Back Row:  Shuri Fukushima, Emma Lin, Tiplada Benjapattranon, Purida Tanutrujikorn, Nattatida Jiengprasertkul, 

Nathanicha Prapaitrakul, Kanokkul Takumpunya, Rio Imazawa
3rd Row:  Kerry Morriss (Teacher), Chiaki Tsubota, Sakurako Yamamoto, Raira Nagayoshi, Collette Tuioti (Int. Director), 

Mami Hanabusa, Rino Takayama, Otoka Wada, Monica van Oostrom (Int. Administrator)
2nd Row:  Sue Devonshire (Homestay Coordinator), Fuka Yamamoto, Hinano Suzuki, Ayuka Ogawa, Mei Omiya, 

Pitchayapon Prasertsri, Boyao Li, Riri Akaba, Kanyapak Yuankratok, Seoha Chang, Kasumi Fukushima,  
Christa Glass (Learning Assistant)

Front Row: Ren Oura, Kexin Song, Tsz Yiu Chan, Alisha Smart, Ruihan Yu, Yukyung Lee, Xinran Yu, Sara Takahashi

This year we welcomed and integrated 34 international students into our school 
and local communities. Our students came from China, Hong Kong, Taiwan, 
Japan, Korea, Kiribati, Vietnam, and Thailand.
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Hi, I am Alisha Smart 
and this year, I was 
the International 
Learning Coach. 
As part of my role I 
matched domestic 
students who 
volunteered to be 
learning coaches 

with our international students. These 
students required assistance with 
some subjects.

•  There are a lot of things I never 
experienced or saw before. 
Everything is new and exciting, and I 
discover something new every day.

•  In my home country I often seek 
consensus rather than put my own 
opinions forward and I just don’t 
seem to say my opinion, so I want to 
be a person who has her own ideas 
before I go back.

•  I was impressed with the very 
environmentally conscious people in 
New Zealand.

•  I enjoyed the camp so much and the 
time just went so fast. I made new 
friends from Kiribati. I could also 

International students may have seen 
me as their coach, but I saw them 
as my role models. It takes a lot of 
determination and resilience to study 
in a foreign country, something I wish I 
was brave enough to do!

Improving the confidence of each 
student, in both their academic and 
social lives, was very important to me. 
I wanted to provide them with as much 
help and support as I could. This role 
brought me much happiness by living 

out acts of service and compassion 
through being good to others.

I experienced many great 
opportunities and made amazing 
friends and memories that I will 
forever cherish. Thank you to the staff 
who chose me for this role and the 
international students for helping me 
to become more open-hearted. I also 
thank Ruihan and Alice for being such 
great International Leaders.

learn and experience with 5 senses 
many things about the natural 
environment.

•  I was so surprised because there 
aren’t any free plastic bags.

•  Kiwi people walk in their barefoot a 
lot.

•  Most Kiwis don’t rinse the dishes 
after washing the dishes with 
dishwashing soap. My Kiwi friend 
said that it’s okay because no person 
dies by dishwashing soap.

•  My goal to study abroad is to 
challenge myself to do many things 
and widening my viewpoint.

•  For three years I have harvested 
extremely precious friendships like 
shiny pearls which will always be in 
my heart. That sincere friendship has 
made me know and understand a lot. 
It has inspired me countless times 
and made me work hard, forge ahead 
and move forward.

Some quotes from student 
reports to teachers in their 
home country




